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To Them That Ask Him 


By Roy Temple House 


HOU who hast blessed my soul with bread 
And richly furnished me, 
They cry about me, souls unfed, ° 
They call aloud to thee; 


Their struggling fingers break and bleed, 
Their breasts are sore with groans. 

Oh, Father, I-would help their need— 
But hear! they cry for stones. 








What Christianity Means 


There is something for us all in Christianity 
which is better than a great truth, better than power, 


better even than new Life. That something is a 
Person, Jesus Christ. In Christ, to be sure, are 
truth, and power, and Life ; but he is more and better 
than all these. We value our -dearest friends more 
than we do the best truths or gifts or blessings that 
they ever bring to us. It is their own warm, loving, 
personal selves that are dear to us ; and alongside of 
this all else that comes to us through them sinks into 
insignificance. -So Christ is Christianity’s richest 
meaning to us. A man who had found wonderful 
blessing in his Christian life was thinking prayerfully 
about his responsibility for sharing this with others. 
He saw that he had been—as is every Christian— 
entrusted with a great stewardship. Then it came to 
him just what his stewardship was, after all: not a 
message, not a truth, not power, not even abstract 
Life ; but a Person. God is entrusting to our steward- 
ship a Person, his only Son. Jesus Clirist. ‘We may 
literally share with others this Person, our Christ. 
For theré is nothing else but Himself that is eternally 
worth sharing. Indeed, there is'no sach thing as 
spiritual power in the abstract ; no such thing as Life 
as merely oan eternal vital force.’ Only ‘the ‘person 
Jesus: Christ is Life and spiritual power. - That is wiiy 


‘founder of the China Inland ‘Mission, was told, 


we must be literally members of his body if we would 
have power and Life. And we can share him with 
others only as we let him live out his own personal 
life in us, © Howsit simplifies all. things to rest down 
in the Person of Christ; to know him as ‘our warm, 
tadiant, loving Friend ; to livein him and rejoice that 
he lives in us; to let him touch and bless others 
through us,-and- give himself through us to them. 
Our gospel and our stewardship is a Person, even 
Jesus. 
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Unconscious Evangelizing 

Even the simplest actions of our lives may have 
great results if we live in right relation to our Lord. 
At a recent meeting of workers at Northfield an illum- 
inating incident in the life of Mr. Hudson Taylor, 
Mr. 
Taylor came into a railroad’ car and shared a seat 
with a stranger. ‘‘ When he had been seated a short 
while,’’ said the traveler in telling of his experience 
later, ‘“‘he took an apple from his bag and, after 
peeling it very carefully, offered me a part of it. That 
was all he did. In a little while he got off, but he 
brought me the greatest blessing of my life.’’ It is 
possible to live so close to God in self-effacing love 
and service that every movement of our life will, all 
unconsciously, lead others to think of the great re- 
sources of peace, poise, power, and joy that they too 
may have. What effect are our unstudied actions 
having upon others ? 

ax 


A Blessing that Costs 


To bless others in the richest way is about as 
costly a thing as we can do. It is not merely to 
wish them well, or to help them. Rather it is to 
give up our life for them, The Anglo-Saxon origin 
of the word ‘‘bless’’ is d/dsian, bloedsian, mean- 
ing originally, to ‘‘ redden with blood.’’ The blood 


© 


is the life ; and this root meaning of bless seems 
to suggest the outpoured life, possibly in a primitive 
blood-covenant rite of fellowship with the one who 
is to be. blessed. Certain it is that there is no way 
for us as Christ’s own to give our fellows the rich- 
est blessing save by the freely sacrificed life. If we 
would *‘ bless them that persecute'’ us, we can do so 
only as self has died, that Christ’s own love, flooding 
our being, may pour about them through us. And to 
bless those who are dearest and closest to us, self 
a must die, that Christ may do it all. The cross 
of our self-death must be reddened with our blood if 
we would be a blessing ; then God's greatest blessing, 
Christ Jesus, given us by the déath of Christ and 
through his blood, can have access to another's needy 
life through our joyous and complete sacrifice. How 
good it is that we may share in Christ's very death 
as we share in his work of blessing the world, 


Pt 
The Test of Weariness 


Weariness is sometimes a call to res‘, but it may 
also be a call to renewed activity. Very often it is 
when a day’s imperative duties are facing us that 
weariness and disinclination would make their de- 
mands. Then it is that sharp watch must be kept 
that feelings may not determine duty. Jesus and his 
disciples were on the way to a much needed rest and 
quiet when they crossed the lake on that great day 
when the five thousand were fed. There met them, 
instead, the greatest activity.and commotion, -pér- 
haps, of their experience. And the wearied Jesus 
welcomed that activity as the great need and call of 
the hour. He sometimes gives us the same kind of 
privilege in the hour of our weariness ; and when he 
does, let us not fail him. Much more Jet the weari- 
ness that meets us during our work time be a chal- 
lenge to renewed inclination for the task in hand. 
The Lord of our bodies can turn the disinclination 
into a glad victory over Satan's call to sluggishness. 
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The Passion for Christ 


HE great need of our age, and its great lack, is 
passion, that swelling tide of intense emotion, 
that outflow of love and desire to serve, which 

lifts a man up over his selfishness, his sordidness, his 
timidity, his indolence, and sweeps him on to high 
and heroic endeavor, not for one splendid spasmodic 
effort alone, but steadily driving him through the 
months and years and decades. We have intelli- 
gence, system, ingenuity, intellectual force, and are 
conducting God’s enterprises with commendable in- 
sight, outlook, practicality, anc energy, but we lack that 
glowing heat which not only kindles us but is supremely 
indispensable if we arc to fire others ; which not only 
fuses our own souls into incandescence, but melts the 
men we seek, so that they can be molded for Christ. 

Every great age of the church, every great spiritual 

leader, has had this quality; and the Christian, or 
the Christianity, that lacks it can never forward very 
effectively the world’s conquest. What gave the early 
Christians their conquering force was not simply the 
amazed; and to the onlooker, amazing, confidence and 
buoyant sense of power, it was even more the way in 
which Jesus Christ had absorbed their love, and 
thrilled the deepest vibrations of their hearts. Paul, 
Peter, John, were at the base not church founders, 
meni-seekers, truth proclaimers ;- they wére, with all 
the passionate devotion of self-forgetful hearts, Jesus- 
levers, on fire ‘with love for Jesus Christ. In the 
long run, and at the foundation, there is only one pas- 
sion which has an adequate sourcé and object, a suffi- 
cient pewer, an abiding persistency ; and that is this 
passion for Jesus. The passion for Jésus is the white- 
hot adoration and affection for one altogether worthy, 





altogether inspiring, altogether satisfying, love for 
whom touches the very depths of being and the very 
heights of God. It is never easy to analyze an 
overwhelming, all-controlling emotion, and yet a study 
of its elements may help us to gain, or regain, its 
force and fire. 

The indispensable intellectual basis for the Christ- 
passion is an adequate conception of the real being of 
Christ himself. Not a comprehension, for that is 
impossible, but an intelligent apprehension. Any 
idea of him which on the one hand lifts him to the 
heights of lonely deity, away from his brothers of 
humanity, and makes him a distant God or a vague 
nietaphysical abstraction, or on the other reduces him 
to the mere human terms and ‘‘kisses his godhead 
away ’’ with whatever caresses of professed affection, 
is fatal to real, deep, self-effacing adoration and de- 
votion. It takes a whole God-man to inflame any 
hearts whatever to Johanine or Pauline heats. ‘The 
merely human Christ, though-even then the largest 
stature of all the ages, is a pigmy figure comparea 
with the ‘* Word made flesh,’’ whose inherent power 
sways the whole universe with the assured mastery 
and might of deity itself, yet whose human fingers 
touch our fever and our wounds so gently, soothingly, 
**gentlier than tired eyelids upon tired eyes.’* What- 
ever may be its metaphysical and theological difficul- 
ties, its unplumbed mysteries, the Christ of an intel- 
ligent ** orthodoxy’” is the only Christ who can stir 
the pulses of warm-blooded humanity to that deep, 
passionate devotion which is the essence of all true 
religion. Nobody can be deeply or long enthusiastic 
about any other. 
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An intellectual con 1 is only the basis of an 
emotion, the fuel of a fire. The emoticnal and voli- 
tional fount of the Christ is a living personal 
experience. Take the c 1 Christ-lover of all 
time, the great apostle. Something had 
Paul. There had been a blessed revolution, a cata- 
clysm, an earthquake. He had been broken to pieces 
and made over. He had fought with his whole being 
against this strange, abhorrent, dangerous sect of the 
Nazarene, and then the Nazarene had smitten him 
down and raised him up, dazzled him, blinded him, 
and flooded his soul with his loving glory. And day 
by day that Christ was with him in known compan- 
ionship as the daily friend, as the wellspring of peace 
and joy and power. Do we say that such cutaclysmal 
experiences are not normal, that they are no longer 
to be expected, have passed away? If they have 
passed, then Pauls have passed too. 

But they have not passed, Forms and details may 
change, but the man who feels that God has been 
marvelously at work in his soul, who knows within 
himself the blessed facts of regeneration and the pow- 
ers of the coming age, is the normal Christian new as 
ever. Very possibly our conviction of sin nowadays 
may come much more fully after conversion than be- 
fore, but strive as we may—and ought—for early, 
‘*natural,’’ unforced conversions and for large Chris- 
tian nurture, somewhere, somehow, the deep plows 
of conviction, of the serise of need, and of sin, and of 
salvation, must furrow the profoundest strata of our 
souls. A shallow religion, a religion that does not 
know a personal present Christ, will always be a very 
mild and restrained religion, 

But for genuine passion this personal experience 
must not lack the note which we find so strongly in 
Paul and John and Peter, the note of amazed, adoring 
gratitude. ‘*God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for the 
ungodly."’ ‘Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins."’ To Paul it was a mystery of 
mysteries and passionate astonishment that ‘‘I ob- 
tained mercy,'’ that he ‘‘ loved me, and gave himself 
up for me."’ It, is quite obvious that for some reason 
this is not so very.common a note to-day. We are 
rather moderate in our enthusiasm. . Jesus. is the 
sun. of the heavens, of course; but as he has always 
been there in our thinking, and as so many of us 
grew almost imperceptibly into the consciousness 
that he is there in our spiritual life, we have not 
had, and accordingly cannot remember, the sudden 
raptures of a sunburst. It is not that we do not 
know that we-have been forgiven much, but that we 
have not felt it very much, But never till from some- 
where comes that sense of the amazingly, graciously 
wonderful in salvation, can we have the Pauline pas- 
sion, And we can have it, when we want it above all 
else, and pray it through. We must have it. Ador- 
ing gratitude must take its old place among the 
Christian feelings. And that can be,—but. only 
within the shadow of the cross, God's giorious mir- 
acle of love. 

Thus born, the Christ-passion is daily fed by a 
widening and deepening observation of the power of 
Christ and the cross in other human lives. The active 
Christian worker of the spiritual and evangelistic type, 
in spite of many disappointments, comes, like Paul or 
Spurgeon or Jerry McAuley, to have the enthusiasm 
of the physician for some sovereign remedy, of the 
gunner for his trusty rifle, of the workman for a pecu- 
liarly effective mechanism, of the soldier for his peer- 
less leader. He sees the gospel under so many 
aspects, sees men and women of such divers sorts 
reached by it, sees it triumph over such obstacles, 
perform such wonders, that at last he says with Paul, 
‘*T am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation unto every one that believeth,’’ 
It is the soldier out on the firing-line who becomes 
enthusiastic. The religion that never brings us into 
real contact with human need, never drives us into 
the places where life-and-death struggles ar2 taking 
place, can never be a.religion of fire, for it is not a 
religion of reality, and therefore not a religion of tri- 
umph. If we could shake our ‘ family,’’ not to say 
** fashionable, *’ churches into che ‘‘slums’”’ for actual 
rescue work ; if we could sink some of our earnest 
but essay-writing ministers ‘‘down among the dead 
men,’’ seeking, and by God's grace saving, lost souls ; 
if we could change some of our ‘‘evening services’’ 
from ‘* musicales*’ and ‘‘ preludes’’ and ‘lectures’’ 
into downright evangelistic efforts ‘‘ meaning busi- 
ness,’"——we should find a new flush coming into some 
pale spiritual cheeks, a new tone into some voices, 
and a new grip into some hands. 

And it is the hand that grips that gets the glow. 
Interest is proportionate to investment.. We never 


happened to 
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enthusiastic till we sacrifice. No one cheers the 

like the veteran who left a part of himself on the 
field, | Mind Rederos carat ar ae Tee 
Jesus is thrilled to the depths with love of the Jesus 
who became poor for him, and for whom h 


Is such passion possible to-day? The materials 
are all here, as ever.. The Christ, God's wonder, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever ; the Holy Spirit, 
with his transforming power ; love the wonder-worker, 
work the love-breeder, and human nature as respon- 
sive to God, through grace, as ever. Our task is to 


put the materials together and feed and fan the flame. 
There are new Pauls, and many more of them, yet to 
come. 


Some of them are here. 

















Rejoicing in Predestination _ 

‘ Predestination is not milk for babes, but solid 
food for full-grown men. Therefore such inquiries 
as the following are to be welcomed. They refer to 
a recent article in this department of the Times. A 
Kentucky reader writes : 


In your recent discussion of ‘‘ Why Predestination is Safe,"* 
do you mean to teach that some are predestined to salvation, 
ond some to damnation; and that their free-wills will lead each 
man to his predestined end? If so, how do you reconcile 
Christ's statement in Matthew 18 : 14, which reads, ‘‘ Even so 
it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish'’? I do not understand how 
to reconcile it with the doctrine of man’s responsibility in the 
matter of acceptance of Christ. Can you help me? 

A Missouri reader asks about the bearing of an- 
other Scripture passage : 

Your excellent article on predestination brought up the 
question of what to say regarding God's sovereignty and 1 Tim- 
othy 2: 3.4: ‘' This is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour ; who would have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth.’’ His will seems thwarted 
here. 


Strong protest is made by a Maryland reader : 


I have so frequently been edified and helped by your’ edi- 
torials that I can hardly believe that you wrote the article en- 
titled, ‘‘ Why Predestination is Safe."’ ‘To say that’ ‘*men's 
choosing or rejecting of eternal life in Christ is foreordained 
by the all-loving; omniscient Father whose will is sovereign, 
is the message of the whole Bible,"’ is to: my mind a total per- 
version of that message. It is mockery to tell sinners, as 
Peter did, ‘‘God sent his Son to bless you in turning away 
every one of you from his iniquities,"’ if you really think that 
God has ordained some of them to reject, and that Peter was 
preaching false doctrine when he told them that the blessing of 
salvation from sin was for every one. 

Itis impossible that a holy God should choose a sinful life 
for any of his creatures, or that a just God should condemn a 
man for what he is not responsible for, or that a God of truth 
should offer aman what he does not intend to ai him, or 
that a God of love should-#ltvise a scheme so cruel. 

I fully believe in the inspiration of the Bible from beginning 
to end, and that it teaches the universality of the gospel mes- 
sage, and that Paul told the truth when he said that God 
commands ALL men, everywhere, to repent (Acts 17 : go). 

Nowhere does the. Bible teach ,that predestination 
shuts out from salvation those who would like to be 
saved, or even that it condemns those who would not 
otherwise have been condemned. Nowhere does the 
Bible teach that predestination is unfair by a hair's 
breadth to any created being, or that it is in any way 
unloving either in purpose or in result, Nowhere 
does the Bible teach that predestination interferes with 
man’s free will, or with the offer. of eternal life in 
Christ to all men. The Bible passages quoted by 
these correspondents show God's love to all, and his 
hunger that all should come to him in Christ their 
Saviour. He ‘‘so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life.’’ 

Yet with all this, the Bible teaches predestination, 
or foreordination : the truth that every event in the 
lives of created beings is ordered by God’s sovereign 
will, not even excepting their choice of eternal life or 
death, And from this thought we recoil, for it. seems 
unthinkably_ arbitrary, unfair, unloving, intolerable. 
The views expressed by the Maryland. reader have 
surged up vehemently in the hearts of most of us at 
one time or another, But in spite of our feelings, the 
plain teaching of predestination. is found in. the Old 
Testament and the New, so inescapably that it is . far 
more difficult to explain it away than to accept it. 

Paul evidently found opposition to the truth of pre- 
destination among his hearers, but he fearlessly de- 
clared it, and nowhere more boldly and inescapably 
than in his letter to the Romans, 9: 9-28. Having 
said ‘‘that the purpose of God according to election 
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might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth,’” 
he asks: ‘* What then? Is there un- 


} shall we 
righteousness with God? God forbid,”” But imme- | 
has be- 


sa 
diately he goes on again to press the teaching of pre- 
destination, and concludes, ‘So then he hath mercy 

_on whom he will, and whom he will he hardeneth.”’ 
Then he faces the inevitable issue ; 

‘* Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he still 

find fault? For who withstandeth his will? Nay but, 

_ O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall 
the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why didst 
thou atte me thus? Or hath not the potter a right 
over the clay, from the same lump to make one part 
a vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor? 
What if God, willing to show his wrath, and to make 
his power known, endured with much longsuffering 
vessels of wrath fitted unto destruction : and that he 
might make known the riches of his glory upon ves- 
sels of mercy, which he afore prepared unto glory, 
even us, whom he also called, not from the Jews only, 
but also from the Gentiles ?’’ 

Our trouble lies just here : when we think of God’s 
foreordaining things, we think of it in terms of what 
foreordination would mean if we were doing it instead 
of God. We assume that his thoughts, his way of 
working, are what our thoughts, our way of working, 
would be if we were in his place. We cannot con- 
ceive how we could foreordain events in a man’s life 
and leave that man with entire free-will. So we say 
God cannot possibly foreordain, and be fair and loving 
at the same time. Yet God says he can foreordain, 
and does foreordain, and is always fair, and always 
loving. When we remember that it is God who says 
it and does it, can we not well rest content that he 
means and does just what he says, even though it 
seems impossible to us?. We know this : God would 


have all men saved ; he knows that not all men will — 


be saved ; his sovereign and all-loving will is to be 
carried out, not thwarted ; and every man is free to 
accept of reject salvation.- How these seemingly con- 
tradictory truths can come together we do not see; 
but we may confidently accept God’s Word that 
they are true. We must remember, too, that the 
Scripture words about foreordination undoubtedly 
have a meaning which cannot be fully expressed in 
human language, nor grasped by human minds in the 
.flesh. When in the next world we see the whole 
circumference of knowledge, instead of only small 
arcs of it as now, we shall have no difficulty with 
these questions that are utterly beyond our under- 
standing here. In the meantime, what a joy it is to 
accept God’s word in unseeing faith ! 

But the greatest fact in predestination is that it is a 
marvelous evidence and expression of God’s love, and 
as such is to be rejoiced in with joy unspeakable. 
From before the foundation of the world God or- 
dained everything .in the most loving way that his 
omnipotence could devise for every created being. 
The New Testament writers were keenly conscious of 
the blessing of his foreordination, and such triumphant 
declarations as the following show how they rejoiced 
in it as one of their richest treasures : 

‘* Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ : even as -he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and with- 
out blemish before him in love : having foreordained us unto 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto himself, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, ... in whom also we were 
made a heritage, having been foreordained according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his 
will "* (Eph. 1 : 3-5, 11). 

‘Knowing, brethren beloved of God, 
(1 Thess. 1: 4). 

**'Yo the end that ye should walk worthily of God, who call- 
eth you into his own kingdom and glory *’ (1 Thess. 2 : 12). 

** But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, for that-God chose you from the 
a pars unto salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and be- 
lief of the truth '* (2 Thess. 2 : 13). 

And as revealing how mightily God's foreordination 
shows forth his wondrous grace, Paul, in Romans g : 
25, 26, joyously quotes the prophet : 


your election ’’ 


** As he saith also in Hosea, 


**T will call that my people, which was not my people ; and 
. © her beloved, that was not beloved. 
And it shall be, that in the place where it was said unto 
them, Ye are not my people, 
There shall they be edited sous of the living God." 


So God’s predestination of this world's events is a 
means of his working miracles of life-saving grace. 
And it is never a means of injustice or unlove. If 
finite, human language could express infinite truth, 
God might explain to us how this can be. But let us 
not allow the fact that he probably cannot explain it 
tous, while we are limited to the flesh; prevent our 
rejoicing-in every outworking of that Love which was 
foreordained to us from before the foundation of the 
world. 
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LESSON LOR WO. 3 (mark 8: 11-26) 








THs little second-story veranda of the ‘Hotel 
agen at Jericho is a most restful place :to sit 
at the close of the day. Dinner.will 
not be ue ran hour. Sit down with me-and be 
silent in the twilight, and the dream people will: soon 
be here. How deliciously soft and refreshing is this 
breeze.. It is the time of the ‘‘ wind of the day,'’ as 
ee oe Hebrews said, the hour when the cool, re- 
_ breeze of evening comes. This is a west 
evening. For two days it,has been blow- 
ing, and ‘it has brought this. wonderful, mysterious, 
purple haze which hangs over mountain and sea 
and plain. Probably in abe far-away valley of the 
Nile there is asand-storm, and this haze is but the 
delicate e of it. See how lurid is the sun through 
this haze as jt sinks to rest behind the mountains of 
Judea., It is the hour when the ghosts of by-gone 
ages walk, and talk, too, to those who know their lan- 
guage. I think they are gathering now. Let us look 
about us and we will. soon. discover them. 
_ This plain of Jericho, you know, is ‘the ‘place which 
It is not 
round, but it often looks so, and the picturesque lan- 


‘guage of that. day and land called it ‘the round." 


In this mysterious haze the distant mountains of 
‘Moab seem to-draw down close to the plain and 


.the sea, and the mountains of Judea and Galilee ap- 


pear to lean forward to meet their fellows on the other 
side of the.valley. Far anny to the north the gorge 

lusion by a fact, actually 
rounding off the plain at that end, , The appearance 


.of ‘‘the round"’ is made still more illusive this even- 


ing by the density of the haze. .When the atmosphere 


..ig.clearer, Hermon, the, sheikh mountain, . stands out 


up there on the north horizon, ten thousand feet above 
us. _This evening he has hidden his white turban from 
Far away: to the, south the distant ** tongue ** 
elsg th ‘shut, off from, our, view by the 

drawn, straight across the Sea 


O you seé that trée there in the garden’ below us ? 

I mean the onewith purplish flowers in bouquets 

all over it! ‘It‘is about thirty feet high ; not that 
slender one, but the one-with the eight-inch trunk. 


“That is an oleander, the same as the bush that grows in 
‘your yard at home. 
‘eréd*’for thé oven, look at them. Not interested in 


And that bundle of sticks 'gath- 


sticks ?.But you are interested in these. Note that they 
aré about three feet long and an inch thick at the thick 
end. And they are heavy and hard, Not interested 
in them? What do you suppose they are? They are 
dead cotton stalks, - The land in which the oleander 
is a tree and cotton plants grow to be bushes and fur- 
nish -fuel ‘aswell as fabric— well did the’ sacred 
writer describe such a land as ‘‘ well watered" and 

as ‘like the garden of the Lord.’* It might still be 
so. Six million tons of water, sweet and fresh, flow 
from the Jérdan every day into the tomb of waters. 
An indolent peeple and an impotent government allow 
this shameful waste. Colorado, with its irrigation sys- 
tem, is a desert-waste compared with the opportunities 
of this land with its sub-tropical climate, or compared 
with what it actually was in those days when it was 
‘‘as the garden of the Lord,’’ ‘‘as when thou comest 
to Zoar,'’ This place of abundance was the foreground 
of the promised land down into which Moses looked 
from yonder peak of Pisgah on the summit of Nebo, 
He looked’ and turned away to his resting-place in the 
mountain, with the dying injunction to go forward to 
the crossing, 

The twilight is deepening. And look: now the 
dream-folks are coming out, We car see them from 
this veranda as they wind down the slopes of the 
wall of Moab, and emerge from the little valleys at 
the foot of the mountain and gather, tribe by tribe, on 
the plain yonder on the eastern side of the river. 
Fords shift about, but the common ford yonder must 
be very near the place of the crossing ‘‘over against 
Jericho,”’ But it was no ford that day. © Let the eye 
follow the long slope from this hotel down over the 
plain toward the river. ‘Note that three-or four miles 
down the slope there is a break in the plain, a bank 
it would be, if we were passing over it. Farther on 
is another, too far away to be seen clearly from here, 
and the river itself, still farther away, is this evening 


river have marked the valley so. 
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_’ Have you discovered the mystery of the Holy Land 
and its people? Does their history actually have 
init the key for solving personal life problems? 
When your life takes a tura into a new place, and 
that greatest of problems, the problem of the 
_ “ crossing,” is upon you, stop and hear what God 
says to you from Jordan. For at Jordan’s over- 
flowed banks, where Israel faced a way not passed 
-before, the Lord of all the-earth spoke his direc- 
tions to every nation, and every individual, for 
entering into their promised lards through the 
crossings that are dark and difficult. 
sen GE ON SOG WA SS Sp 


Amid the Snows at Hermon, 
AVision at Bethlehem, | 
The.Answer by Fire at Carmel, 
As Far as to Bethany. 








moving quietly and swiftly on in its little channel, 
scarcely twenty-five yards wide. These successive 
steps in the valley are the ‘‘banks'’ of the Jordan. 
Different levels of the water in different stages of the 
Now ‘the Jordan 
overfloweth all its banks all the time of harvest.’’ 
Then the water is out of the channel, out over the 
second, higher bank, out to the third, and lapping 
over and spreading itself upon the plain : overflowing 
‘all its banks.’ ‘There in the camp on the eastern- 
most of the eastern banks the host of Israel have 
come down to the crossing to enter the promised 
land. Such are the difficulties, 

Back of us, nearer the mountain wall on the west, 
the people of old Jericho, which lies now in the heaps 
and pits which the’ excavator has left, were not 
troubling much. about yonder-invading ‘host while the 


‘overtiow of «‘ the time of harvest’ lasted. But there 
‘is a stir over yonder. 


See, they are breaking camp ; 
they are forming in line, and the priests with the ark 


“of God: go ‘before them, and they come down to the 


outer bank of the Jordan. 


They have put the ark of 
the. Lord before them, 


This. is the way they go for- 
ward to.the crossing. The priests have come near 
the river. Why, they are going to step in! Their 
feet touch the water. _Look! the water shrinks away 
from their feet. It is beginning to recede toward the 
first bank. . The priests walk forward and the people 
follow ; yet still.the waters recede. They have 
reached the first bank and the priests follow close. 
Still the waters recede.- They have reached the chan- 
nel of the river with the priests keeping close upon 
the moving water. The Jordan is running dry. The 
waters are cut off above, ‘‘a great way off, at Adam, 
the city that is beside Zarethan,’’ and the waters 
below are running away to the sea, leaving the whole 
valley from the beginning of ‘‘the round’’ down to 
the sea clear, and the people are passing over. 


OW soniething else is happening yonder. The ark 
of the Lord has led the way into the Jordan. The 
priests now stand still with it in the center of 

Jordan, and all the people are passing by up over 
these western banks, into the promised land. See, 
they bring up twelve stories from the bed of the river 
and erect a memorial of ‘thanksgiving to God. They 
have put the ark of the Lord to lead them, and now 
they set up a memorial to the Lord as their rearward, 
This was the way at the crossing. 

This crossing at the Jordan of those dream people 
yonder has been written about in God’s Book, but it 
is only one of the many crossing-places. There is a 
crossing ‘at the entrance to every promised land of in- 
heritance or opportunity, \n the history of Israel 
there was a crossing at the Red Sea into the freedom 
of the desert, and the crossing at this Jordan into the 
promised land of inheritance. There was a crossing 
at Shechem from the abuses of the reign of Solomon 
to established national faithfulness and prosperity, 
but *"Relioboam failed to pass over. Who can enu- 
merate the many crossing- places in the progress of 
the worlg! There was a crossing at the dispersion 
when the sons of Noah scattered in Asia, went down 
inte Africa, and over into Europe. There was a 


crossing at the days of evangelism when from Pente- 


ce the Crossing at the Jordan 


By a. Dreamer 





cost the message was carried to the civilized world, 
and Paul crossed the Aigean Sea to plant the church 


- in Europe, There was a crossing at Wittenberg and 


Geneva when the reformers led the hosts across the 
line of traditionalism into the promised land of re- — 
ligious liberty, and a crossing in the age of revolution 
ca the people shook themselves in their might, 
over from feudalism to freedom. 


HEN there are the crossing-places in the individual 
life. There is never yet an aopetmnlty that does 
.  notlie on the othersideof a difficulty. God is ever 
setting before each of us ‘* promised lands,’’ and bid- 
ding us to enter in and possess, but there is always a 
Jordan to cross, And, moreover, each one must cross 
his own difficulties to enter his promised land. The 
first toddling steps of babyhood are confronted with 
the crossing between two chairs. This experience is 
typical of the whole succeeding life of adventure and 
achievement. It is a mistake to suppose that all the 
great difficulties, the perplexing problems, the terri- 
fying situations, —that is to say, the difficult crossings 
of life, —are in business and statecraft and moral con- 
flicts, The distance between those two chairs of the 
little adventurer is greater than the width of the west- 
ern ocean to the skill of Columbus. Then the first 
really great crossing comes when my little master of 
adventure leaves mother and home to spend the first 
whole day in school with a strange woman and a 
house full of little strange companions. There is 
another crossing not less difficult, but more attractive, 
when youth leaves the shelter days of school life and 
adventures out to choose a place to engagé* in the 
work of life. - At this point is a Rubicon which calls 
for more real heroism than the one Czsar crossed. 
But the greatest and most difficult crossing of all is 
at the Jordan of repentance when the call comes to 
pass over and possess the promised land of the'king- 
dom: of God. . Last of all is the river of death, beyond 
-which, for all those who cross it victoriously, lies the 
promised land of glory. 


and cr 


OW, whether it be in the history of the world or in 
the life of the individual, the whole problem of 
entering in to possess where God calls is the 

problem of the crossing. . All other problems are easy 
compared to this, Success here means success in 
the promised land. Yes, and failure at the crossing 
means failure always. Howshallwe succeed? Even 
as we see them succeeding yonder at the crossing at 
the fords of the Jordan. An object lesson for the 
world is being given there. Precept is being em. 
bodied in Providence, if only we know that alphabet. 
‘*In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.’ ‘*Acknowledge him.’’ How? 
Yonder events at the crossing are a commentary in 
Providence on that promise. Give the Lord the first 
place in every undertaking, and build a memorial to 
the Lord after every achievement, Faith in God to 
the front, and gratitude to God our rearward. This 
vision from the veranda in the twilight is a vision of 
the only way to success in life. The way at the cross- 
ing yonder is the way at the crossing into every prom- 
ised land in this world, and at the triumphal entrance 
into the other world, when we have done with this. 
Many times have I stood to watch the entrance of a 
ship into its intended haven. That impressive mo- 
ment when the flags are run up never loses its attrac- 
tion ‘nor its lesson. Always the flag of the port is 
flung out triumphantly at the foremast and the flag of 
the ship floats modestly from the flagstaff at the stern, 
the flag of faith to the front and the flag of character to 
the rear. So she crosses the bar and enters in. And 
just so every lifecraft at every crossing of life is to enter 
in, and so at the last crossing of the bar into the celes- 
tial haven ; the flag of faith in God is to be flung out 
triumphantly at the foremast, and the flag of grateful 
modest character that proclaims us to be the Lord’s 
own is to mark every place by which we have passed. 
Night has enveloped the ‘‘round."’ We have been 
so entranced by the vision of the dream people yon- 
der that we had almost forgotten where we are. That 
call to dinner reminds us that we are very hungry. 
Yet lingeringly we go in, for we have seen a vision 
among these dream people, a vision of the crossing 
into the promised land of inheritance, /opportunity, 
and achievement. 
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"The Place of Sad Things” 


A Visit to Washington Transforms a Lonely Life ; 








‘* TIDETER,”’ old Mrs. Sylvia laid soft hands on the 
big cat's fur, ‘‘ Peter, dear, hold your breath, 
for’ I'm going to tell you an astonishing thing. 

You' re going to be surprised for once !’’ 

Peter, being stomachful and on his favorite cushion, 
was dis to be kindly complacent. He regarded 
the little, vivid old face friendlily. Mrs. Sylvia was 
full of gentle excitement. 

** Poor Peter, to be left behind!’’ she said. .. «+ If 
you could only go too !— Peter, dear, I'm going to 

ashington! Didn't I tell you for once you'd be 
surprised? I'm so surprised myself that / can't keep 
on purring, either! I've got to do something ex- 
citing and unusual, Do you think it would do any 
harm, dear, if 1 went out into the middle of the room 
and jumped up and down! I know I'm as old as 
the hills, but if no one saw me but you—you’ re going 
to see me, Peter !'’ 

Suddenly the soft old eyes turned into the soft 
young eyes of a girl. Sylvia Nock released the big 
a} of her furry friend, and sped across the room on 

er light old feet. One by one she drew down all 
the shades. ‘‘ Because Georgia Ann Jay's heart is 
weak ; doctor says she mustn't be startled,’’ she ex- 
lained, her voice a-bubble with gentle excitement 
his would certainly startle Georgia Ann ! 

**Shut your eyes if your heart is weak, Peter,—I'm 
going to jump up and down."’ 

It was a curiously quaint and far from ungraceful 
little ceremony of celebration. As suddenly as it be- 
gan it was over, and she was little old Sylvia Nock 
once more. 

‘*] feel better !'' she smiled. ‘* Peter, do you 
know what I'd like to wear to Washington when I go? 
Well, I would like to go dressed in stars 'n’ stripes ! 
Make me a traveling dress out of the old flag up in 
the attic. .It would be appropriate. te goto your 
country's. capital in that, but I can’t on account of 
people's weak hearts,’’ she. added sighingly, ‘‘I've 
got to wear my best black silk.’’ ; 

Even that might not be without its perils, She did 
not dare mention it to Georgia Ann Jay when that 
corpulent neighbor called with her knitting later in 
the day. The great news was told, but there was no 
mention of wearing the best black silk dress. Georgia 
Ann's sensible advice would have been alpaca. 

‘* You ain't really goin’, Sylvy Nock—for the land’ s 
sake !"’ 

‘I'm really going for my sake, not the land's !’’ 
Sylvia smiled. ‘*To keep me from growing old, 
Georgy Ann, I need to go to Washington. It never 
occurred to me I cou/d go unless the Lord let me stop 
off on the way to heaven, but here I'm going a week 
from next Monday morning !"’ 

The caller's knitting needles stopped. ‘‘ For the 
land's sake, tell it all, Sylvy Nock!'’ To the caller, 
as to any other well-balanced Peace River m‘nd, 
Washington was antipodal, impossible, even to a 
Sylvy Nock, 


** [DOOR dear, I hope I haven't startled you. But 
I’ m 30 full of it, and I’ ve used up Peter—it's this 
way, Georgy Ann ; I've had a letter from my 

Cousin Bellows, and his folks are going to join a com- 

pany,—a touring party, he calls it,—that's going to 

Washington to spend a week. He wanted to know why 

I couldn't come on and go, too. I can! I'm goiag! 

It will take a piece of my burying money, but I’ don't 

believe I'}l ever have to be buried now, Georgy Ann 

Jay!" 

Gentle excitement! It ran through her old veins 
in a red, rejuvenating flood. Peter from his favor- 
ite cushion eyed her with the disfavor of the unre- 
juvenated. Peter was hopelessly old. 

She went about in a dream. The interim before 
the following Monday sped past on wings of anticipa- 
tion and preparation. Mrs. Sylvia, with New Eng- 
land conscientiousness and thoroughness, set her little 
house in order,—a new and perfect order scazcely 
differing from the old, but achieved at the expense of 
heroic upturning and oversetting. The work was as 
nothing to her; she went through it singing her gentle 
pzan of joy, unwearied to the last. Only Peter suf- 
fered by that upheaval of quiet, every-day routine. 
Peter went through it with grim patience. 

‘* There, we're through!"’ sang Mrs. Sylvia late 


Saturday afternoon. ‘You can’t show me a streak o’ 
dirt, Peter! You can’t find a serid o’ disorder any- 
where ! 
without leaving things apple-pie? Now TI can go with 
a good clear censcience. I shall ask Georgy Ann to 
let you come in once in a while and lay on your cush- 
ion, to keep you from being homesick.’’ Peter 
was to board with Georgia Ann ha. Everything was 
planned and ready. . 

Mrs. Sylvia's ‘‘Cousin Bellows'’ lived in the near- 
est city, a very little on the way to the promised land 
of Washington.. Mrs. Sylvia was to meet Cousin 
Bellows’ folks at the city station, and with them join 
the touring-party scheduled to start at three in the 
afternoon. 

It was not a Mrs. Sylvia of seventy-two who set 
forth from Peace River early Monday morning, but a 
young and fluttering, red-cheeked Sylvy Nock in a 
little old woman’s best silk dress; she might have 
been masquerading in it, The black bonnet-strings 
flaunted juvenilely under Mrs. Sylvy’s chin,—she 
stepped away at a springy gait. 

The journey, uneventful enough of its kind, was 
full of events to the simple tourist from Little Peace, 
and the final arrival at the delectable land was its 
fitting consummation. The days went on from glory 
to glory,—a continuous procession of glories. The 
flame of patriotism that this gentle soul had ever fed 
and tended, a never-dying fire on a sacred little altar 
in her soul, blazed now into beautiful new warmth. 
She went about on reverent old feet as though on holy 
ground. She could feel the beat and throb of her 
dear country’s heart. 

It was left for her last day for Mrs, Sylvia to make 
her glad, sad little discovery. The party had been 
conducted through the Dead-Letter Office, and was 
taken at length to the museum room, where are 
arrayed the curiously pathetic assortment of articles 
that never reached their deéstinations.. Case upon 
case, row upon row, of them confronted the wondering 
gaze of the little touring party.. Even while they 
smiled at the absurdity of many of them, the pathos 
of others caught at their throats, 


" ERE,"’ the guide chanted monotonously, ‘‘ we 
have a lot of photographs and locks of hair and 
knick-knacks taken from the dead bodies of 

unknown soldiers on the battle-fields. An attempt was 

made to get them to their friends, but for one reason 
or another they brought up here, as you see. Their 
families had moved away, or the addresses had been 
insufficient, — one reason or another. Thirty-five 
years they've been here waiting to be claimed—”’ 

The voice ran on still in Mrs. Sylvia's ears, but she 

had ceased to hear it. The soldier faces, young and 

debonair, or old and lined, gazed down at her, but 
she saw only one face. Thirty-five years slid through 
her fingers as she stood. 

«« Come, we’ re going now,’’ some one said, and she 
felt herself led away, but merely the shell of her in its 


bravery of black silken draperies went obediently ; 


her spirit tarried in that Place of Sad Things. 

Several hours later, at the hour of closing the build- 
ing to the public, a small figure hurried up to a 
belated official on his way out. 

‘Oh, don’t let me. be too late to goin! I tried 
to get away before—I’ ve got to go home to-morrow !”’ 
It seemed all said in that eager cry. Mrs. Sylvia’s 
agitated little face peered up at the tall man. Mrs. 
Sylvia's soft old eyes were full of tears. 

««If I could tell you—if you knew ! 
in there—don't let me be too late !"’ 
his sleeve beseechingly. 

‘* It is closing time,"’ he began, but his attempt at 
brusqueness failed before the sweet pleading of her 
little old face. ‘* Well,’’ he conceded reluctantly, 
‘where do you wish to go? It can be for only a 
moment.”’ 

«« Where—to the room where the soldiers are,’’ she 
whispered. ‘‘ Their pictures and—and the things 
they found on them after the fight. I want to make 
sure."’ 

But she was already sure. Her soul cried out that 
it was true—it was true! She did not need to look 
again, yet she must... She followed the tall official in 
an anguish of desire. In the Place of Sad Things she 


I' ve got to go 
She caught at 


By Annie Hamilton Donnell 


Do you suppose I was going te Washington — 
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found her soldier's face—it was her soldier's ! She 
stood before it, forgetful of forty interrupting, separa- 
ting years. Sa 
It was a boy’s homely young face—an old-fashioned 
and ill-taken picture. Pliny Nock had been a raw 
and tocensdimbed youth of eighteen when they had 
**drafted’’ him, and he had run away to escape 
them, as all Peace River knew. It had been a 
shamed and broken-hearted mother that he left 
behind, but it had been Sylvia Nock. No one but 
Sylvia Nock could have gone on living undauntedly, 
valiantly, her widowed and now unsonned life. She 
had borne a coward for a son; he had broken her 
heart ; she had disowned him in her soul, and lived 
“on. She had even, with a marvelous resilience and a 
courage beyond mere human courage, slipped back, 
after days of horror known only to herself and the 
Lord she entreated, into the gentle manner of her 
former life. From then until now she had had no 
son, She had never heard from Pliny ; and at length 
she had put him resolutely from her as one unworthy 
to be mothered. 


OW she stood gazing at his picture with its smart 
uniform and honest, unashamed eyes. They 
were proud young eyes, looking back at her 

smilingly, demanding admiration. 

‘*Look at me now !”’ Pliny cried to her. ° 
look at me !"’ 

Had she been all this time unfair to her own? The 
span of years was so piteously wide—how could she 
be sure of all that far time ! “What did it all mean— 
all mean? A tumult of sorrow and bewilderment 
wrung a cry from her trembling lips. The tall offi- 
cial’'s impassive face suddenly gentled ; he stepped 
nearer to her and touched her arm. 

** Relative of yours? People sometimes do find 
"em here. Well, he’s one to be proud of—i guess 
you ain’t read his little card there, have you? ‘‘An 
unknown soldier, who lost ‘his life in the performance 
of a brilliant act of bravery’—I wouldn't mind own- 
ing to a relative like that. He looks pretty young to 
be a hero,”’ 

A hero—mnot a coward! After all these anguished 
years to find it out! The little old mother pressed 
her hands against her little flat breast under its 
bravery of silken folds, to still the tumult of her 
heart. In the midst of her agony sprang into sudden 
full bloom a glorious flower of triumph. 

‘‘He is my son,”’ she said, clearly, ‘‘give him to 
me,"’ 

There was some little routine of ‘‘red tape,’’ that 
required a few moments, and then Sylvia. Nock went 
away with her hero son. She buttoned the faded 
little picture securely into her bosom. 

Her party started for Peace River the next morning. 
She sat apart from the other weary tourists, and their 

.continuous, reminiscent chatter failed to reach her in 
her gentle and sad abstraction. She and Pliny sat 
together. 


HE drew the shutters of her soul, and the two of 
them, the boy and the old mother, sat there within, 
curiously shy in each other’s company. Mrs. 

Sylvia had the sense of being ashamed of her years, her 
wrinkles, her soft, thin hair—Pliny looked so young ! 
She gazed wistfully and half afraid into his smoothly 
boyish face ; she felt infirm, an ancient little wizened 
woman, beside this resurrected child of hers. 

‘* Look at me in my soldier clothes !’’ she seemed 
to hear the boy's foolish young voice boasting to her, 
as they rode together behind the shuttered casements 
of her soul. _ ‘‘ Vow look, mother !"’ 

‘*You’re beautiful, Pliny !’’ she whispered , back. 
Her anguish of sorrow and remorse sobbed itself out 
to him: ‘I'm sorry—mother’s so sorry, Pliny !’’ 
Then in the sudden recall of his heroism—Pliny’s, 
her boy’s, heroism |—she changed to exultant boast- 
ing : ‘* Mother's so froud \"’ 

Sylvia Nock, in spite of her remorse and bewilder- 
ment, was more exultantly happy than she had been 
for her many years of determined and valiant op- 
timism. She felt herself no longer set apart from 
her kind, a lone, little old creature, without husband 
or son, She had Pliny again! He had been restored 
to her by a miracle, a beautiful halo-ed Pliny in his 
soldier clothes. His running away from duty had 
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_ jump’ out of the boat and ‘‘walk.’’ 
_ little village was peopled with Plinies—noisy with 


- into the respect of . 


. Kiver that had scoffed should now worship. 
all she could do for Pliny ; it was her one sad little - 


LESSON FOR Nov, 3 (Mark 8 : 11-26) 


_ it with different eyes ; it was the river in which Pliny 


and she had fished—where Pliny had dared her to 
The peaceful 


them. One swung down the dusty road to meet her 
—whistled a shrill summons to her ; leaped out at 


_ her from’ a roadside ambush, while all the time, but- 


toned in over her throbbing old heart, the soldier- 


Pliny went back with her to the old home after forty - 


: i Mrs. Sylvia had planned out Pliny’s reinstatement . 
ce River ; she had planned) it . 


as Sylvia Nock only could have done. It was to be 
more than a reinstatement—a deification. Peace 
It was 


act of atonement... - 

She began at once. At the station she went directly 
to the old station-master, Slocum Candee. Her eyes 
were shining with the light that comes into mothers’ 
eyes when sons are born. Sylvia Nock had just borne 
a hero. 

“I've found Pliny, Slocum Candee,—you tell 
everybody't you see. . I've got his picture in his 
soldier-clothes, an’ I'm going to have some more 
made just like it an’ post "em up. - Here, in the 
depot, an’ in the post-office, an’ wherever folks will 
see,» With; a card under. it=* Pliny: Nock,’ a soldier 
who lost his life in the performance of a brilliant act 
of bravery.’ You put the picture an’ card up as soon 
as I send ‘em to you—-Slocum, you was in the primer 


: class when I was in Fifth Reader ; I use to hear your 


> clothes,”’ she:began ‘again ‘after a moment. 
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an 
- as possible, > All little Peace River was to’ know that 


Pliny Nock had died for his country. 

When it was done, she went home to Peter, the 
great white: cat.» She could do no more that day. 
She was very‘tired and old, but a militant joy pos- 
sessed her... The throbbing of her temples might 
have been from the weight of the crown of triumph 
on her head, = 6200. wo os 

‘* Peter, Wold. your: breath, dear,’’—she was down 
beside’ him, :compelling’ his attention. 
Peter. My. boy. that was -dead is alive again! My 
soldier boy !- who lost his life in the performance of 
a brilliant act:of: bravery,"——do you hear, Peter ?'’ 

The big Cat's ‘soft, throaty rumble was silenced; as 
though for the’'moment to minister to this little old 
mother’s need of understanding, Peter put on human- 
ness,» There was'no one else’but Peter,“ = - 

‘«« He would-have come back to me in his soldier- 
‘* Then 
I should have ‘known,—I should not have wronged 
him all these years. But he was shot, Peter. They 
never knew that. he was my soldier—/ never knew—"’ 
She broke off, and once more silence settled upon the 
two, for still: Peter: forbore to purr. Sylvia’ Nock's 
slender old fingeis threaded his silky coat. From her 
old knees thé -picture-Pliny gazed up in boyish boast- 
ing: ‘* Vow look—look at me now, mother!"’ 

‘Suddenly;-quite suddenly, the gentle hands ceased 
their. steady stfoking ; they caught up the little an- 
cient. picture; and the old: mother kissed heroic Pliny 
on his smiling lips. Peter, breaking into a muffled 
rumble that jolted.in his throat, might have been sob- 
bing with her... 222. 

West BrooxkFi£LpD, “Mass. 





"When the Skeptic Led the Meeting 


Starting a church service in a godless village 








By Ralph E. Prime, D.C.L., LL.D. 





ANY years ago, for several seasons I spent my 
summers with my family at a place of small 
pretensions on our rock-bound Eastern coast. 

It was a place so separated from the fashion and the 
famine of a fashionable summer resort that it might as 
well have been an island in mid-ocean. There was a 
large farm that nearly surrounded the little settlement. 
A few cottages were there, occupied some of them all 
the year round by fishermen and by the farm laborers, 
and other cottages occupied only in summer, as cot- 
tages or camps, by those who sought recreation and 
health in that retirement which the out-of-the-way 
place afforded, without even the anxiety occasioned by a 


continual consciousness of existence, or even of interest — 


in how one looked or was arrayed for public sight. 

The farm was managed by a general manager or 
superintendent. He was an interesting character. 
His name was remarkable. His father doubtless had 
acquired some interest in ancient history, since he 
named his children with several Greek and Roman 
names, This man, Ulysses Cicero Grant, grew up in 
the midst of a wave of unbelief or skepticism, which 
swept the community in which he lived, and in which 
he found no evangelical thought or feeling. Those 
men used to sit around the public rooms of the coun- 
try tavern and there discuss, not their own religion, 
for they had none, but the religion of others. They 
knew much of the Scriptures, but they knew it only 
to find fault with, and to throw at others, to wound 
them, with what’these poor tavern idlers thought were 
inconsistencies and immoralities. And Ulysses Cicero 
Grant was one of them. ' 

He had become popular in the community where 
he was born and reared. He was industrious, and, 
with his industry, had acquired a considerable prop- 
erty, with which he carried on his occupation of farm- 
ing and raising products of the market garden. He 
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was also a-man.of integrity, founded, however, upon 
that mistaken notion that honor is the impulse for 
alli+’ He was a man of great natural executive power, 
a leader of men and a manager of men. And so it 
came to pass that he was just the man to manage the 
farm of which I have spoken, and had come from his 
native heath to the rock-bound coast of ocean some 
years before the incident I am about to relate. With 
his management he grew to be a veritable Czar and 
autocrat, to,whom everyone bowed down with the 
respect due to one who was above them, perhaps an 


‘exaggerated respect, but, at all events, he and those 


under him occupied very different places. 

I remember on one occasion, going down to a stable 
near by to obtain a team for a little drive, I met this 
Ulysses Cicero Grant, who, not in an unkind way, yet 
with the spirit of the old tavern gathering, undertook 
to catch me with the Scripture, for he knew that I was 
somewhat of a churchman and accustomed to a reg- 
ular attendance upon divine worship. It was about 
that passage in Deuteronomy where the Israelite, un- 
able to carry his sacrifice to the far-off temple and 
the altar, is told to convert it into money, and carry 
up the money, and on his arrival to spend the money 
for whatever his soul lusted for, and, among other 
things, for strong drink, This he threw at me and 
asked an explanation ; but I understood him, It 
would have done no good to tell him that what he and 
I understood now to be strong drink did not exist in 
any country at that time, or that the expression might 
as well be translated sweet drink or satiating drink, or 
to give any one of many explanations, or even to tell 
him that it certainly did not mean what he had in 
mind, He was for controversy and not for informa- 
tiongand I turned his inquiry without giving him 
offense, and the incident ended. 

That summer there was no service on the Sabbath, 
until some of those who were accustomed to observe 
the day in.that way obtained permission of the school 
officers to open the little district schoolhouse Sunday 


resumed its ordinary 


** Listen, © 
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morning and evening, and there we celebrated the 
ith a morning evening service. 
whiny tee near us over Sunday, 
to conduet the » but on many occa- 
sions we had to conduct it ourselves, taking charge in 
turn. The summer away, and we, with the 


’ summer people, went to our homes, and the place was 


left to those who there allthe yearround. It 
ter habits. No one knew one 
day from another, except by name, and Sunday came 
and went without any service among the people, with- 
out any manner of life to distinguish it from other days. 
A young woman who had been there all that sum- 
mer, for the first time remained during the autumn 
and into the winter, and possessed her soul in 
see tpate as long as she could stand it, seeing God's 
ay without any observance of it, without any cele- 
bration of its coming or mark of its going, with the 
weekday work and the fishing ali going on during 
holy time jo as upon all other days. But there was 
an end of this forbearance. She could no longer 
stand this utter absence of even the conventional dis- 
tinguishing marks of the Lord's Day from other days, 
and she naturally desired to have it marked by some. 
public observance. She proposed there should be a 
resumption on Sundays of the meetings which she 
had attended while the summer people were there. 


_ Bnt she met the objection that there was no one to 


lead such a meeting. “Prepared for even that objec- 
tion, she expressed her willingness to lead it herself 
if no one eise could be found, remarking that she had 
had to do those things at her country home as a mem- 
ber of the Christian Endeavor Society. 

And_so it came about that it was agreed to inaugu- 
rate a Sunday service, and the samé permission to 
use the old schoolhouse was obtained ; and on the 
next Sunday morning those who were parties to the 
arrangement gathered, and the air rang with the old 
school-bell, It was a startling sound to all who were 
not present, and who therefore did not understand it, 
for that bell, save on school days, never‘rang unless 
a child was lost in the fog, or death had oécurred in 
some cottage, or a fire had sprung out, or there was a 
vessel on thé rocks: To hear it on a clear, bright 
Sunday morning, long after all the summer cottagers 
had gone, was a strange sound, and interested every 
one in that uneventful place in that uneventful season. 
And so ‘they came flocking to find out its cause, and 
observing the orderly though small assemblage, they 
understood it was a call ‘to Sunday worship. 

With those who came to posséss theniselves' of the 
reason for this sound of the school-bell.came also 
Ulysses Cicero Grant, and entering the open door, he 
took in the scene, The little woman was at the school- 
master’s desk, and the would-be-worshipers were all 
about her. The Czar of the community had been 
present at such gatherings often enough to know what 
they meant, and he sat down among them. The bell 
ceased ringing and the service began, and continued 
somewhat unlike what it would have been if a regular 
preacher had conducted it, but, nevertheless, quite 
along the lines of a meeting conducted by such a per- 
son. After about an hour it came*to an end, and 
they all arose ; but before going, they had their fel- 
lowship of handshaking, congratulating each other 
upon the new departure in the history of the place, 
and the successful inauguration of that which should 
mark each Sunday’s coming and going from the other 
days of the week. Ulysses Cicero Grant came in for 
his share of that fellowship of the warm handshaking, 
and as they paid deference to him on week-days, so 
did they defer to him on that Sunday, and the leader 
inquired in that same spirit, if he would take charge 
of the meeting the following Sunday. Certainly she 
had no idea of an acceptance of the invitation by that 
heathen. Imagine her astonishment when, to her 
invitation to lead a service of God's worship, he re- 
plied that certainly he would. What was to be the 
outcome of such a stumble as this none could say, but 
the thing had happened, and the only way out of it 
was to see how it would turn out. 

On the next Sunday the same bell called to the 
schoolhouse the worshipers, and with them came 
Grant, provided with a Bible under his arm, also a 
copy of Sankey’s Gospel Hymns, and a printed vol- 
ume of Mr. Moody's wonderful sermons. Where he 
had gotten them I never knew, but provided with 
them he was, and he took his place at the desk. He 
was enough informed about such meetings to know 
how they were conducted, and he fell directly into the 
rut, determined apparently to do things right, and to 
follow precedents as far as he knewhow. They stood 
up and sang the Doxology. Then they repeated the 
Lord's Prayer in unison, and then the leader gave out 
one of the gospel hymns, which was sung. ‘Then he 

(Continued on page 672) .* 








300 Positions a Year From This School 


oe THE Sunday-school accepts, as it must, its re- 
sponsibility for the weekday life of its young 
people as well as in the Sunday teaching, it must 
enter helpfully the employment life of its members ; 
for it is in this employment life that much of that 
Sunday teaching must find expression. And it is 
just here that much of it is neutralized by the 
environment or conditions of employment. As a 
conservation measure, therefore, as related to its 
teaching-work, the Sunday-school must take a vital 
interest in the employments of those whom it seeks to 
reach, ; 

But this interest will do more. It will tie up the 
young people gratefully to the institution which has 
thought out their weekday needs and contributed to 
their life plans, 

Beyond this is the grip upon the home which this 
service gives the school. In far too many cases the 
home thinks of the Sunday-school as a ‘‘goody- 


goody '’ Sunday affair, its.only interest in the home . 


an occasional, and often frequent, appeal for funds 
through sale of tickets or by collections. The relation 
of the school to the home as a helper in the home 
problems, instead of a collection sponge, must have 
increasing emphasis. 

To our school one day a father came with, the re- 
vealing statement, ‘‘I don’t take much stock in this 
pious business, but you folks got my boy a job last 
week, and I thought I would like to come and look 
you over,”’ 

May I describe our employment plans at Bushwick 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school? For 
probably fifteen years we have operated an employ- 
ment department in connection with the Sunday- 
school, for young people principally, but ‘for fathers 
often. An average of threé hundred positions an- 
nually are secured, with no financial tax upon the 
young people and but a trifle of cost to the school. 
The plan is very simple. We have an employment 
department superintendent. A letter explaining the 
department and a réference-card is sent to banks and 
houses of good reputation, needing clerks, stenog- 
raphers, salesmen, porters, etc, The young. people 
sign application forms, which are left with the em- 
ployment superintendent. When word is received 
by letter or telephone of an opening, a card is se: 
to the applicant, reading : 





DEAR FRIEND: 


Please apply at once to....5.....cse00e0 ; 
TUR, wersantannvadiin op [OF POSITION AS ...ccccoverscoecces See 
Mr. cissiccesdicancecsies If successful, send me postal 
promptly. If you have secured employment, since 





your application to this department, kindly advise me.”’ 








In’ but few cases have the scholars failed to make 
good in the places to which they are sent. So excel- 
lent have been the results that banks and large cor- 
porations give the school applications the right of 
way. And the request for help is frequently in 
excess of the supply. The young people are safe- 
guarded as to their employment surroundings; When 
we learn of young people whose present employment, 
as in the case of so many girls in modern business 
life, involves moral peril, a change of employer is 
arranged. Where the pay is inadequate, better pay- 
ing places are secured. Where there are more places 
than applicants, we advertise the openings to neigh- 
borhood young people, and that, too, without prose- 
lyting young people from other Sunday-schools, 
Superintendents of those schools frequently send their 
young people to our employment superintendent for 
positions. 

_ Some of the results have been suggested. This 
employment department, with other expressions of 
weekday interest, has helped to hold our young people 
so effectively that the school registers over one thou- 
sand members of the teen age. As soon as these 
young people are through grammar- or high-school, 
the school stands ready to talk over their business 
career and to place them where they may use their 
ability to best advantage. These young people fre- 
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quently make thank-offerings from their first week's 
pay or from business bonuses. One live boy in an 
Intermediate class, who had been giving some trouble, 
was placed in a position, and he promptly told the 
other boys on Sunday, ‘‘Say, the superintendent got 
me a job last week, and you fellows have got to 
behave yourselves in Sunday-school."’ 

The Sunday-school may well learn something from 
such organizations as the West Side Y. M. C. A., 
New York City, which has a vocational expert to 
analyze a young man’s abilities—his mental, physi- 
cal, moral, and social characteristics—and help that 
young man to find himself and his vocation. Misfits, 
which handicap so many, could thus be corrected. 
Many promising young people could be directed in 
Christian service as candidates for the ministry and 
missionary service, the organized Sunday-school work, 
or as deaconesses and social settlement workers. No 
organization that fails to systematically select and 
train. those who shall carry forward its work can long 
keep strong or endure. 

Vocational talks to employed young people in the 
Sunday-school building, by business men and women, 
with or without a banquet, is another method of 
service in suggesting elements of business success. 
Moral perils in business, use of after-business hours, 
are among the fruitful topics for discussion. 

A leading Chicago business man meets weekly in a 
downtown lunch the young men of the church who 
are in business houses in that section, for an informal 
chat. That's good business for the King. 

A successful Alabama young woman, with a class 
of forty fine young fellews, makes it a practise to call 
upon absentees at their places of business at the 
lunch hour. 

Mrs, A, F, Schauffler called on one of her Sunday- 
school girls who worked in Huyler’s. That tactful 
teacher did not stop to talk to the girl while customers 
waited. She just passed her a rose and a smile, and 
the word, ‘I'll see you Sunday.'’ ‘And the incense 
of that visit lasted longer than the rose. 

There are some places where the Y. M. C. A. is 
performing for the churches the service of guiding 
young people to the right vocation. Even in such 
cases there may be a co-operative vocation committee 
in each school for largest results and for the indi- 
vidual and school touch upon the life. 

And in this program of interest in the employment 
of our membership we have full warrant in the exam- 
ple of the Master, who called to the fishermen in 
their fruitless task, and at the tax-gatherer’s counter 
discovered a candidate for his cabinet. We must 
humanize our work if we would convey the right idea 
of Chris. —F rank L. Brown. 


An Employment Committee’s Life Touch 


N THE Hanson Place Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day-school of Brooklyn the employment work is 
looked after by an effective committee. and in a 

very businesslike way. When there are more po- 
sitions than applicants, another school is told of the 
opportunity. 

Some instances of the good results of the work may 
be of interest: . 

One of our teachers has a large class of growing 
boys, most of whom have been with her for a number 
of years. They cling to her as to a mother, and her 
influence over them is explained by the fact that she 
spares neither time nor effort to bring herself into vital 
touch with them, She instructs and she visits in the 
home. She knows the parents thoroughly and the 
temporal needs of the family. She points her boys 
to Christ, leading them into the church. The em- 
ployment committee has placed several of these boys, 
and their employers report very favorably upon them. 
The effect of this upon the home can be seen at a 
glance. The parents’ hearts go out to a Sunday- 
school that combines interest in the home with 
Spiritual instruction, and the teacher is enabled to 
strengthen her hold upon the boys. 

I recall the case of a girl, one of .a large family, 
the father a hard-working, manly fellow, . but only 
able to earn an ordinary wage. The: mother, threat- 
ened with tuberculosis, was sent to a sanitartum in 





OCTOBER 19, 1912 









the Adirondacks through the efforts of the church. 
She has since returned. In her absence, this girl of 
fifteen mothered. her younger brother and sisters. 
She has since perfected herself in shorthand, and the 
committee placed her in a position, thereby increas- 
ing the family income and providing additional com- 
forts. 

Another young woman we placed with a Christian 
lawyer, who reports that she is progressing nicely. 
Her income is needed in the home, where there are a 
mother and younger children. ¢ 

Our scholars may often be helped to better home 
advantages by providing needy parents with work. 
One man with two children was bereft of his wife, and 
had no money. He did not want to commit the chil- 
dren to an institution and be separated from them. 
We secured him a situation, where he is well paid, 
and is able to keep his little family with him. . 

Employment work may be increased in effective- 
ness by the introduction of a loan fund, managed and 
regulated so as to provide assistance until work 
comes, with the understanding that the loan is to be 
returned to the fund, and limited in time and amount 
according to the urgency of the case.—Charles A. 
Wilkinson, Chairman Hanson Place Methodist Epis- 
copal Church Employment Committee, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 3 
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Perils That Face Teen Boys and Girls 


va Sie sighed the well-known social settlement 

leader, after a long discourse upon the perils 

of the young wage-earner, ‘after all, it is a 

home problem; how in the world can we protect these 

boys and girls when the parents do not realize the 

dangers of the employment life, or the necessity of 

preparing and ‘protecting their ‘own’ Children?’ We 

must educate mothers and fathers, if we would really 
do anything worth while for the children."’ 

In most states the law requires the child.to go to 
school until he is fourteen years old.‘ Then, naturally, 
he sees no need of further education. The needs of 
the home are pressing. So, with a longing for an un- 
defined freedom and a love for adventure, he goes 
out into the big world to find a ‘‘job,’’ unprepared 
physically, mentally, or morally to cope with all the 
conditions he must meet. His body is growing. He 
needs recreation, fresh air, and good nourishment, 
which he gets in a small measure, if at all, in his em- 
ployment life. He is just beginning to acquire an 
intelligence in which reason and judgment are based, 
and he has no vocation with which to command a 
place in the world’s work. And, most appalling of 
all, is the fact that he is being placed in the way of 
great and varied temptations, when the will-power is 
weak, with no guidance from without and no self-con- 
trol from within. 

He who stops long enough, in life’s race to con- 
sider the situation of our young girls and boys in em- 
pleyment, is facing the biggest social problem of the 
world to-day. And whether he be a parent, a teacher, 
an employer, or simply a citizen in relation to it, he 
must feel his personal responsibility in the matter, 
and the urgent call for his service. 

When the teen age, that time of many life de- 
cisions, that time of greatest temptations, that time of 
greatest possibilities, is understood in the home, in 
the church, in the schools, most of our other problems 
will be solved, for they are rooted there. There in 
the teen age are the cross-roads in life, and after the 
decisions are made the traveler seldom retraces his 
steps. Would you like to stand at the cross-road and 
point the way, as the young life ‘stops and hesitates, 
and considers, but must decide? You may.~ Oh, 
blessed privilege! What else could be so worth 
while? 

Did you ever thoughtfully notice the little working 
girl, with painted cheeks and lips, paste jewels, and 
the latest style gown made of the cheapest material, 
and was there not a tug at your heart-strings as you 
thought how these false ideals lead to false actions, 
and %0 false living? Yet it all came from the wrong 


expression of that love for the beautiful which is so 
paramount in the interest of the adolescent. And it 
might. ‘have found a better expression had it been 
rightly guided at home and in school, bringing to the 























LESSON FOR NOV. 3 (Mark . 12-26) 


life the 


Unaieidenal bavtnn hgoed tans, «chigh"’ and 


being ‘*swell"* ? eae lacing. And ho pen aM 


young 

is for the first 
make or mar character, Why, all the pathways 
evil are wide open to the boy and girl in employmen 
and they are them alone. Th 
not understand the dangers and does not offer help. 
The church and Sunday-school are only open on Sun- 
day, and do not meddle in the problems of the other 
six days. Oh, that we might sound a bugle call to 
rally the forces of the home and the Sunday-school, 
with the message ringing so loud and clear that every 
ear must hear, ‘‘Send your forces here, where the 
battle is raging. These feri/s facing our boys and 
girls are the br mor facing our Sunday-schools 
and homes. Here is where the world needs, you,'’ 

Parents and teachers, we cannot sit in our quiet, 
comfortable homes and schools and wait for these boys 
and . girls to come to us, The world is calling loudly 
to them. We must go out there, where and when 
they need us. And we must not go without an under- 
standing of this adolescent period of life if we are 
really to help them solve their problems. 
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Woes Sica Soir ere 
open to 


children. Interviews with em Peers and foremes, 
Sleotiecs with ‘the boy or. Petes to what they want 
sey nn hence ey + anne 
the condi an msta e, the 
judgment ne oe nye from all the 


available. jobs of the one best suited to his present 


ability and fe Ser = must be made. Often 
it is necessary to boy or girl to take a 
lower wage in order to ero, sce poston which offers 
eppainanley for only the start has 
been made, for the gpa watching and helping of 
the boy and girl after the job is found is as arvana 
as the finding of a job. 

‘* Lots of outside work,’’ you say. Oh, yes, but it 
is inside and necessary, tor if you are really living in 
the-world of social service to-day, you must speak in 
that language if you would be heard. 

The result of this neglect of the child by the home, 
Sunday-school, and church during this critical .transi- 
tion period of life and work, me the school-boy be- 
comes a wage-earning man and the school-girl a wage- 
earning woman, has far-reaching social consequences 
from which they andthe community suffer. We need 
to-day not the great gifts of money, but consecrated 
lives invested in service for God and humanity. It 
means the investment of time and talent and strength, 
but it pays.— Mrs. Georgia L. Underwood. 
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Turning Boy Energy into Live Steam 


Glimpses that will help leaders to know ‘those boys” 





Bunny on His First Hike 
HE colonel was so busy writing that he did not 
hear the door of his study open, and was some- 
...-,. What startled by a soft touch on hisarm. He 
turned around to look into the: beautiful. blue eyes, of 
*, — ee boy of eleven, 
id. the colonel, “ <whp yare you, and 
Siar es can I do for you?” . * 
“Tam sg Marshall, and I’ ve come to join y your 
* Boy Scouts.” "" ~ 
‘* How old aré you i: 
‘ «4 Eleven,"’ 
«Too young ; you must wait a year. I can’t take 
you until you're twelve.’” 
‘* Pop says I can join.’ 
* «¢ Well, but your oie is not running my Scouts, 
and I have it a rule to take no boy under twelve, °° 
.* Mom says I can join.’ 
‘No, you can’t, you must wait a year."’ 
‘« Mom says she'll make my suit."’ 
Now this was an item with the colonel not to be 


‘despised, because not many of his boys could buy 


their own suits, but rules must be observed, so he 
said, ‘That is very good of your mother, but she 
couldn’ t get the right kind of cloth ; it must be gotten 
from the government, steam shrunk."* 

‘¢ Mom can get it ; she goes down town every day."’ 

Now what could the colonel do with such a boy ? 
Why he had to break every rule and smash. every 
regulation, but Bunny joined the Scouts. The spring- 
time came along, and the colonel and his boys pre- 
pared to go on a hike, three hundred and fifty _— 
Bunny announced his intention of going. 

**No, indeed, you. can’t,’’ said colonel ; vee 
couldn't stand it ; you'd give out.’’ 

‘« No, I wouldn’t, and pop says I can go."” 

‘* You just can’t, Bunny, that's dead sure,’’ 

‘* Yes, I can, mom says,I can 

«« Well,’ said the colonel, «I'll ‘put you to a test; 
if you can walk from here to Columbia, twelve miles, 
and back in one day, I'll take you."’ 

«* All right, sir, I can do it.’’ 

The colonel thought this would end the matter. 
The next day at noon the colonel’s telephone rang, 
and some one at the other end said : 

‘¢ This is West's drug store in Columbia; there is 
a small boy here who says he has walked from your 


’ place here, and wants to talk with you.’’ 


Sure enough, when the colonel heard the voice, it 
was Bunny all right, and he said : 

*« Is that you, colonel? I am here,. and after I've 
had some grub I am coming back."’ 

Benny went along on the hike with the colonel hee 
his bunk-mate. _The colonel explained what that 
meant,—that Bunny must be loyal to him, and he 


would be ‘loyal to Bunny,. But’ Bunny ‘was only a 
boy, and when Ruggles, lieutenant for the day, or- 
dered all'to fall into line, Bunny never heeded, and 
just kept on throwing stones ifi the pond: Ruggles 
told Bunny he was on fatigue duty for disobedience. 

** What's that ?’’ said Bunny. 

Why, you clean up ‘this camp; pick up all the 
paper lying around."* 

“ee Sdy, Ruggles; who was your nigger this ‘time last 
year ? You needn't think I'm going to ‘do that, ‘no 
sir.’ 

In went Ruggles to the colonel. ‘*Marshall won't 
obey, colonel,”’ af Sp ad 

‘*Get out, Ruggles,” said the ‘colonel, ‘if ‘you 
can’t make that eleven-year-old chap mind you, ‘you 
had better take off your stripes."’ 

Out went Ruggles, and therewith arose a mighty 
clamor, which brought the colonel hastily to the 
scene. Ruggles was on the defensive, and Bunny 
seemed to be at him with every part of his anatomy. 
The colonel took hold of the angry little chap and 
took him back to their tent. 

‘«T thought you were going to be a soldier, Bunny,’’ 
said the colonel. 

‘*So-1-am, but I ain’t going to be big Ruggles’ 
nigger. I'll do what you want me to, but I won't 
mind him,"’ 

“ All right,”” said the colonel; ‘if you'll do what 
I want, you'll go out there and do what Ruggles said. 

Out.went Bunny and did his task, 

One night on the hike the, boys held a prayer- 
meeting in the Young Men’s Christian Association 
hall. - Bunny looked on with wonder in his big- blue 
eyes. That night, just as the colonel was about to 
sleep, a small body snuggled up close, and a voice 
whispered, ‘‘ Say, colonel, what were the fellers doing 
in the hall to-night ?’’ 

** Holding a prayer-meeting, Bunny."’ 

*« What were they doing when they shut iheir eyes 
and talked out loud ?’’ 

‘* Praying.’’ 

‘* Praying, what's that ?’’ 

** Why, Bunny, don’t you ever say your prayers ?”’ 

6 Nope.’’ 

‘*Don't you ever. go to Sunday-school or church ?’’ 

‘*No, sir; pop don’t believe in it; says only 
fools do.*’ 

** Doesn't your mother ever pray or go to church?’’ 

‘sT never saw her do either.”’ 

Then the colonel explained to Bunny just what 
prayer is,.and what a help it is, and Bunny, after a 
little silence, said : 

** Would God listen to me, Colonel ?’’ 

** Indeed he would, my boy."’ 

‘Right now ?"’ 

: ** Yes,: right now."’ 


* 663 


Then-Bunny hunched down on his knees, and what 
he said is too sacred for you and meto hear. The 
next night Bunny got * on a chair and told the great 
audience in the hall that God had forgiven all his 
badness, and he was going to try to be good. 

» He has:held to the decision, and now Bunny Mar- 
shall is at the head of the — class in one of 
our great institutions, and is goin ht, if need be, 
for his country. But whether he does that 1 not, he is 
fighting life's battle under Jesus as his Captain, 
aoe ‘Wise Loane, Baltimore, ; 


7 


7 . 
‘When “Something is Doing” | 
T WAS a wise versifier who wrote the Sunday- 
school hymn that the children sang so joyfully a 
generation ago : 


** There'll be something in heaven for children to do ; 
None are idle in that blessed land.’’ 


Children are not the ones who are attracted by the 
tales of the lotus eaters ; they want to go where there 
is something doing, and to have a part init. Every 
Sunday-school schedule should be made up with ref- 
erence to this fact. Give them some interesting home- 
work to do in connection with the lesson. In one 
Sunday-school a change was recently made which left 
out the home-work of a class of boys. 

** Mother,"’ said a lad of fourteen, as they gathered 
arrund the evening lamp, ‘‘we don’t have anything 
to do about the -lesson through the week now, and I 
miss it.’’ 

The average boy is bound to ‘miss it’’ if he 
doesn't have something of that kind to do, and it will 
lower his interest in the school as a whole. 

A school teacher in a country district several years 
ago had a big boy who gave her a good deal of trouble. 
Especially when she was away at noon he raised mis- 
chief with the smaller boys, and seenied to delight in 
doing things to annoy her. Instead of considering 
him an enemy, she made him a partner, She asked 
him to look after the small boys at noontime, to pro- 
tect and curb, them as they needed, to ring the hand- 
bell at the door when it was time for school to begin. 
The boy took to this new way at once, He gave the 
teacher no more annoyance, but that was not the end 
of it. “Whenevér he sees that teacher now, he’tevér 
fails to thank her for what she did for hima in start- 
ing him on the road to true character and manhood. 

A little while ago a junior Sunday-school superintend- 
ent found a class of boys in rebéllion and ready to leave 
the school, because they didn’t like séme new plans 
that Were being inaugurated. She just slipped out of 
the’ room after the session closed, and headed off two 
or three of the boys that were leaders in the class, and 
asked them fo come to church 4 little early the next 
Sunday-morning and help get the class-room ready for 
the session. They came, all right. 

What's the use of trying to analyze these things ? 
The simple fact is that human natureis built,that way, 
and we do well to take advantage of it, as we do of 
wind or tide or gravitation.—/ Mervin Hull, Con- 
cord, ‘Mass. 

% 


Getting the Right Books for Boys 


Kone guidance of the boy's reading is a proper 
part of a Sunday-school teacher's work. So 
much that is not only frivolous, but even harm- 
ful, is now before the eyes of every boy that it is really 
a menacing danger. The-sort of taste he forms’ in 
reading is going to have a masterful influence on his 
future capabilities, This guidance belongs to that 
part of a teacher's work more particularly connected 
with the organized life of the class. 

One teacher is making an experiment which prom- 
ises to be successful. . In her own state—New York— 
loan libraries are sent out from the Capitol -at a very 
small expense. Twenty-five volumes can be had at 
one time, and may be retained for a number of 
months, Some one person—in this case the teacher 
—is responsible for their care and preservation, and 
acts as librarian. 

The one teacher who told of her experiment made 
a selection of such books as would be both interesting 
and helpful to herclass. _ Possibly she consulted them 
somewhat. Books of invention, of discovery, of 
travel, of Christian patriotism, of Christian heroism, 
—these are what would appeal to a boy's deeper 
nature, and present to him the earnest side’ of living. 


This is worth trying by any class of boys. The books ~ 


would be valuable for club work, furnishing a basis 
for reviews and pes — Helen A. Hawley, 
Clifton Springs, N. Y.° 

















The Lesson Pilot 


‘ By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 
HY is it that some e will step over a 
W of paper lying on the Rost half. dozen Gout 

and never — to Pop itup? And why is it 
that other people will pick up an unsightly scrap of 


per atonce? In some of the country they 


ve a very expression for the case of the un- 
tidy people; ysay that ‘‘ Maryis dirt blind.” Alas! 
there is a great of truth in the expression, for, as 


a matter of fact, some of the untidy people simply do 
not nize disorder when they see it. The sense 
of orderliness is deficient, It is pretty hard to teach 
such persons to keep a room or a desk or an account 
book neat and trim. You can supply rules, but there 
is no tule you can give that will cause them to ob- 
serve things they are blind to. It is just so with 
moral and spiritual things. If a man has eyes to see 
and ears to hear, there is plenty of assurance that 
Jesus is the Son of God and our Saviour. The Phari- 
sees who asked for a sign were blind to the signs he 
was giving all the time, 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 
The lesson passage naturally divides into three 
sections: I, The request forasign andits refusal. I1, 
The warning against.Phariseeism. III. The gradual 
healing of the blind man. Dr. Riddle’s opening para- 
graphs locate the lesson, and Dr, Sanders’ first para- 
graph. Dr. Sanders’ second, third, and fourth para- 
grouse describe the motives of the Pharisees in ask- 
ng for a sign, and Jesus’ motivein denying it. Pro- 
fessor Riddle’s note on verses rx and 12 should be 
observed, . Professor Clow ge aph 2) indicates 
why the sign was asked, and Dr. Mackie (paragraph 
1) the kind of sign they asked. Professor Clow's 
third and fourth paragraphs show Jesus’ attitude to 


the request, and Dr, Sanders’ fourth-comments on’ : 


the reason for the refudal, as also” Miss Lovett (para- 
graph 4). Mr, sawny (paragraph t) shows why 
signs do not convince, r. Sanders’ fifth paragrap 
opens up the second main division of the lesson. . 

ackie (paragraph 2) explains the figure of the leaven, 
and Dr. Sanders (paragraph 6) indicates what Jesus 
meant. by it. Professor Clow, in paragraphs § and 
6, covers the same ideas from a different viewpoint. 


Professor Riddle’s note on verse 15 should be ob- 


served, Mr, Ridgway draws three strong practical 
lessons from this facident (paragraphs 2-4). he last 
incident is covered by Professor Riddle’s notes on 
verses 22-26, Compare Dr. Mackie’s third paragraph 
and Professor Clow’s last paragraph, also The Class 
in Session. 


The Class in Session 

The active life of Jesus is the more easily under- 
stood if we select certain great points in which to 
frame our detailed facts. hus starting from his 
baptism, which marks his entrance on public work, we 
find the climax of that work in the confession of Peter 
(Matt. 16: 13; Mark 8:27; Luke 9: 20), which was 


also the conbueton of the other disciples, that he was: 


the Christ, the Sonof God: After this recognition of 
him there is a great change in all his teaching of 
them, for from that time he began to speak of his 
death and resurrection, whic is the consummation 
of his earthly ministry. The lesson of this Sunday 
includes the last recorded events before the great 
confession, so that these. three events may be re- 

rded as theculminating experiences that completed 
the conviction in the minds of Peter and the others 
that their teacher was in very truth the Christ. The 
lesson falls into three divisions. 

I. The Request teed @ Sign and its Refusal. Mat- 
thew’s account is fuller than Mark's, and it should. be 
followed here, The Pharisees and Sadduceés, who 
are naturally ys naapary are united against the com- 
mon enemy. ey ask of him a sign, not as Moses 
and Gideon and Joshua asked for signs. but merely 
to lead him into a position where he could be caught. 
We live in such an age of machinery and science that 
we sometimes forget that the power behind creation 
is a person, Christ sighed in sorrow at their blind- 
ness; as surely Christ sighs to-day at. similar hard- 
ness of soul. He refused to grant them any sign. 
- Why should he refuse? The reasons are many, but 
we can observe such as this: 

1. Their ap vey was not sincere, 

2. Neither nor Christ ever gave any proof of 
their existence and nature. Jesus never worked a 
miracle to prove his deity. 

3. To have worked such a sign would be to admit 
that their doubt was reasonable, and that they should 
have better evidence of his divine claims. 
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‘LESSON 5. NOVEMBER 3. THE SIGN AND THE LEAVEN 


Mark 8 ; 11-26, Commit verses 14, 15 


Golden Text: Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, 


but shall have the light of life.—John 8: 12 
Read Matthew 16: 1-12 


saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have ‘no bread? 
do ye not yet ve, nei understand? have ye your 
heart hardened 


ears, yet As not? and do ye not remember? 19 Whe 
brake the five loaves among the five thousand, how many 
‘baskets full of broken took ye up? They say unto 
him, Twelve. 20 And when the seven among the four thou- 
sand, how many *® besketfuls of broken pieces teok ye up? 
And they say unto him, Seven, 21 And said unto them, 
Do ye not yet understand ? > 

22 And come unto Beth-sa’i-da. And they bring to him 
a blind man, and beseech him to touch him. 23 And he took 
hold of the blind man by the hand, and brought him out of the 
village ; and when he had spit on his eyes, and laid his hands 
upon him, he asked him, Seest thou aught? 24 And he looked 
up, and said, I see men; for I behold ¢hem as trees, walking. 
25 Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes ; and he looked 
stedfastly, and was restored, and saw all things clearly. 26 
And he sent him away to his home, saying, Do not even enter 
into the village. 


1 Some ancient they had no bread. % Or, 
It is because we have no bread * Basket in ver. 19 and 20 represents 
different Greek words. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
* 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


he nces here given are paragraphs, . 

f paras mg weenie: he in this Rens sy oir} 
Verse 11.—-Who were the Pharisees? What is meant 
here by ‘‘a sign from heaven’’? In what sense were the 
Pharisees ‘‘trying’’ Jesus? (Riddle; Clow, 2; Sanders, 

2, 3, 4; Mackie, 1; Class in Session, I.) 

‘Verse 32.— Why was Jesus ‘displeased at their request, 
and why did he.decline to give them ‘*g sign ’?? What is 


shariei 4 





the meaning’ of “generation’* as used here ?. (Riddle; - 


Clow, 3, 4; Sanders, 4; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verse 13.—What place is referred to by ‘‘the other 
side ’’? Giddle.) ; 

Verse 15.—What did Jesus mean by warning them 
against the leaven of the Pharisees? (Riddle; Clow, 1, 
5, 6; Sanders, §; Mackie, 2; Class in Session, II.) 

Verses 19-21.—How could this have made Jesus’ mean- 
ing any clearer to the disciples? (Riddle; Sanders, 5, 7; 
Class in Session, IT.) ' 

Verse 22.— Where is Bethsaida? (Riddle, 2.) 

Verse 23.~—-Why did Jesus take this man out of the vil- 
lage before healing him ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 25 —Why did Jesus thus frotenly cure this blind 
man? (Riddle ;.Class in Session, III.) : 

Verse 26,— Why Bt loves command this man not to go 
into the village? (Riddle; Mackie, 3.) ; 








4. As he plainly says, there were signs enough 
to settle all their questions if they had eyes to see. 

Matthew says that he referred to the ‘sign of 

onah,” which, of course, they did not understand, 

t egy shows that his death was even now in his 
mind. : 

The next division of the lesson is : 

IL. Tke Warning Against Pharisecism. What 
familiar forgetfulness t 
But it was fruitful in giving rise to another valuable 
lesson, ‘The request for the si 
vivid in Jesus’ thoughts, and when they are all 
seated in the boat, he exclaims as the outward echo 
of his thoughts, *‘ beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
sees.” The i show themselves to be stupid 
literalists. They have not at all caught the meanin 
of the event they have just witnessed. What did 

esus mean by the leaven of the Pharisees? Surel 

it meant that contagious spirit of self-pride, formal- 
ism, pettiness, an 
Spiritual facts. It is still, in November, to912, the 
most dangerous leaven we must guard against. 
Patiently Jesus reminds them that he is not con- 
cerned about bread, by recalling to them how he twice 
fed the thousands. atthew tells us, ‘‘then under- 
stood they.” Slow as they were, yet they got it at 
last, and that is victory. he third section of the 
lesson is: 

Ill. The Gradual Healing of the Blind Man. This 
is the second time that Christ has used slow methods 
of healing. The only two such incidents are told in 
Mark's Gospel only. Dr, Alexander McLaren has a 
well-known sermon on this incident, in which he 
picks out as the three leading thoughts: 1. Christ 
isolated the man that he wanted to heal, 2, Christ 


‘the sensations of the eyes. 


literal. An illustration is often’ made the basis. of 


t was, to forget the lunch! . 


was still fresh and 


blindness to mioral values and | 
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psychology teach us; for the 
of perfect vision involves just those two 
: first, the effect of the light on the eyes, sow 
in 0 
The: first effect of the 
healing was to revive the eye; the second to adjust 
the brain to the unwonted sensations, And so the 
man is healed and happy, as are all those who bring 
their difficulties to him who has power. 


A Lesson Summary: Coane 

The three sections of the lesson do not all lead to 
the same thought, but the experience with the Phari- 
sees and the disciples do give one big reflection,— 
namely, that God holds me responsible for the use of 
my mental and spiritual faculties. Itis of nouse 
for me to say that I must have this or that sort of 
evidence to convince one of Christ's claims, There 
is always plenty of evidence, but we shut our eyes to 
it. To be spiritually and morally blind and unre- 
sponsive is not a misfortune; it is a sin, A* man 


things 
then the recognition and adjusting. by the 


‘helplessly drunk is responsible for his condition, —. 
y 


less asthe is. There are men absolutely spiritual 
dead, prayerless, sightless, but they are responsible 
for their condition. It is to be feared that there are 
many persons who are waiting, waiting, for some- 
thing to convince them. God will never grant it. A 
manifestly pure and innocent man will resent a doubt 
of his integrity. Should I then doubt the goodness 
of God, and have him present himself before me as 
his judge? This is the last stage of the Pharisees’ 
self-righteousness, a most fearful. expression of the 
exaggerated ego. This is the sort of poisonous germ 
—leaven—to be most earnestly watched against. 


Questions for Class Use i , 

1, Why were the Pharisees and Sadducees ‘together in. . 
this questioning of Jesus? = ~ ii ee LS 

3. Give some réasons why he could grant ho sign ? 

3. At what did Jesus sigh? © ' 

‘4. Why did he nfake no effort to convince these men of 
his deity ? 

5. What is the leaven of the Pharisees ? 

6. Can you name some modern forms of this leaven that 


, you.can find in almost-any church? 


3. Why did Jesus use the gradual method of healing this 
man? 


Other Teaching Points 

We frequently use the phrase ‘‘an honest doubt’’ as 
though it were commendable, It is quite true that there 
are many mystifying things in life, although no more in 
spiritual than.in physical life, but to doubt the goodness of 
God.is about as creditable as to doubt your mother’s char- 
acter. 

We see that Jesus sighed for those Pharisees, but 
neither gave them.any sign nor stayed to argne with and ad- 
monish them, There are spiritual states 
but for which God can do nothing more than he already 
has done. 

The disciples made a véry common error in being too 
reat 


misconception. Many common religious debates and dif- 
ferences are merely questions of figures of speech and 
words, 


To beware of leayen means to be on the lookout for it, 
and.there is scarce one of us that is not tainted with the 
leaven of the Pharisees. 

The disciplés finally understood, That was Christ’s 
victory and their glory. They never would have under- 
stood if tre had) not been patient and they had not stuck to 
him, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Hosea 7.) 


There is a good deal.of talk these days of scientific 
management. We have learned that progress de- 

nds on economy, and is made impossible by waste. 

he greatest waste of all life is the waste of charac- 
ter. A sound mind in a sound body is the necessary 
means to a desirable life. Political and national de- 
cay comes from individual decay. One of the old 
prophets gives us an object-lesson in a strong people 
that were rotted out and tells why. 


1. Who were the tribe of Ephraim, and where were they 
located ? 

2. Pick out from this chapter the causes of Epbraim’s 
decay. 

3 Why was Ephraim silly? (v. 11, giving answers from 
vs. 12-16. 

4. Why does all intemperance weaken character ? 


Evanston, IL. 


at are pitiable, . 


- LESSON -FOR NOV. 3 (Mark : 11-26) 
Evil in Germs 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


' | EAVEN played a in both the 
L"acmcaBetetn Siebert ie twa a 


breathe, we receive the germs into our blood. 
minister life or death, according to their character. 
— yg gan Biron ag Pn Bs wel the 

hesiaees , he was w ng his disci agai an 
evil ead Which shtered ihed’é yey ag oy 
When once that enters the heart, the life is 


transformed to e 
The occasion was an attack by a combined body of 
Pharisees and Sadducees. The ucees mentioned 


by Matthew were the Herodians spoken of (v. 15) by 

ark, They had assailed him already on the ob- 
servances of fasting, the sabbath, and the washing 
of hands, They been | bey silence. Now they 
choose a craftier method. a a sign from 
heaven as an unmistakable ntial. When Jesus 


8} , men hailed him a cin When he healed - 


the sick, they declared that he came from God. When 
he fed the multitudes, they were eager to make him 
aking. But none of these deeds of moral and spirit- 
ual power was sufficient. ‘‘The Jews seek after a 


sign.” Moses had seen the burning bush, the pillar 
of cloud and fire, the dailymanna. Joshua had been 
attended by the hindered sun. ijah had called 


down fire from heaven. Elisha had pointed to the 
sun-dial whose shadow went back its ten degrees. 
If Christ were ‘‘ from heaven,” let him show some 
heavenly sign. Let some flaming signal or some 
angel visitant attest his claim. ; 
ores was deeply moved. ‘The first mark is given. 
** He sighed deeply in his spirit.” The malign pur- 
of these reputedly religious men, and the moral 
blindness which could not see tle works of divine 
power in deeds of healing mercy and regenerating 
grace, but sought some'spectacular ensign in the sicy, 
wrung his heart with pain. A meri ' 
fell upon ‘him because he recognized that this w: 


only. the old.temptation in the wilderness, to cast . 


himself down from the pitmacle of the temple. Be- 
hind:the cunning faces of these irreconcilable foes 
who came tempting him, he saw the face of the Evil 
One, 


abrupt speech. He turns with aswift stroke on these 
hypocrites setting their trap for him, and waiting to 
denounce him fo the oy: e. Matthew, reporting 
more: fully, tells us that he rebuked them because 
they could discern the signs of the natural world, but 
not tHe signs of the moral world. The red sky of 
evening foretold acoming dayof fair beauty. The réd 
sky of the morning was the prelude to a day of storm. 
The signs of the times in his own words and. deeds, 
and in the lost hopes and shrunken aims of Israel's 
religious leaders, had no meaning for these ignorant, 
self-deceived, unreceptive men. ‘' There shall be no 
sign given” unto this generation. The sign of Jonas 
' shall be given when Christ shall rise from the dead. 
It will be welcomed when it comes. This call for 
a sign with its refusal'to see the meaning of moral 
and spiritual power prevails to our own day. When 
Professor Tyndall challenged the Christian church to 
select two wards in a hospital, and ailaw one to be 
prayed for and the other neglected; when spiritual- 
ists rely upon rap ings in the dark; when even the 
street-corner ist declares; as he has been heard, 
that he will believe in God when he rains down bread 
for the , we have the same blind worldly cry for 
a -— heaven. 
third mark is seen in Christ’s equally abrupt 
word to his disciples. He had entered the shi 
silent, brooding, heart-stricken. He breaksout, ** T 
heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” The 
bewildered men look at the one loaf they have brought 
with them, and interpret Christ’s strange ee to 
mean that they must watch against any forbidden 
leaven in replenishing their bread supply. Jesus 
utters” his sh ned 
Question after question, keen and quivering with his 
vexation, is thrust at them, until they understand 
that it is the spirit and mind and religious ideals of 
the Pharisees and Herodians he would‘warn tlem 
against. These are deadly germs in the heart. 

The leaven of the Pharisees is simply a religion 
which is external, eager about ritual, trifling with 
righteousness, and motived always by egotism and 
selfishness, That leaven has never been purged 
away. Itis the germ of all hypocrisy, and the root 
of all cant. It does its secret pervasive work often 
unawares to the man corrupted by it. The leaven of 
the Sad@iacees is simply a secular and worldly reli- 
gion, which judges religion to be good for the state 
aud for public morals, but sees no need for a high, sol- 


- While:the two sects were, as a rule, o 


gnant grief. 


The secotid mark of his vexed spirit is seen in his 


pain in a rain of questions. © 
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emn, definite faith, and a renewing experience. Both 


_ of these are with us, They are sins in germ. y 


Like a sweet evening of fair after a da 
storm, there comes the ot the blind ‘That is 
Christ's sign from heaven. the blind man passed 
preity ogy nment, to see God’s world 
around him, he no sign to assure him that 
Christ came from: God. 

G.Lascow, SCOTLAND. 
: %- 

The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 

By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


fg renewed opposition of the Pharisees 
probably occurred almost immediately after the 
return to the west shore of the lake, in the sum- 
mer of A: D, 29. ‘ 

Places.—It is not stated where our Lord was when 
the Pharisees sought ‘a si or i heaven.” a 
context ee manu or Magadan), whic 
is a few miles north of Tiberias, but Capernaum has 
been named by some, because the hostility of the 
se yrs : had Pie: “ayo active heir gol ae _— 
orth” (v. 11), ever, points to t ng e 
where to Br ae ty Jesus.—Bethsaida is Bethsaida 
Julias, since they had crossed the lake. It was at 
the outlet of the upper Jordan. Probably there was 
no other Bethsaida. (See on previous lessons.) 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 11.— Zhe Pharisees ; The stricter sect among 
the Jews, usually the foremost antagonists of Jesus. 
Matthew (16: 1), however, adds ‘‘and ovr vem 
to eac 
other, they. might readily combine against our Lord 
(comp. v. 15).—Came forth: This suggests their com- 
ing from some other place.—A sign from heaven: It 
was the common belief that visible signs from heaven 
would attend the Advent of the Messiah. Their re- 
quest implied that the many mighty works he had 
wrought were not a sufficient proof of authority 
** from heaven.”—Z7rying him: *‘ Tempting” is mis- 
leading: ‘They wished to put him ‘to the test. But 
our Lord never responded to such demands from un- 
believers. Indeed, he often seemed to regret the 
necessity for ‘‘ signs and wonders" (John 4: 48). A 
similar request is recorded, on an earlier occasion, in 
Matthew 12 : 38. 

Verse 12.—Sighed deeply in his spirit: The en- 
mity was more decided; the crisis was approaching ; 
the shadow of the cross was upon him, as verse 31 
plainly shows. But the sigh was doubtless. not so 
much for his own impending sorrows as for the un- 
belief of those who would reject the blessings won by 
these very sorrows.—Z7his generation; The Jews of 
that time ; here used as a term of rebuke (comp. 
Matt. 16: 4).—Vo sign: Matthew adds *‘ but the sign 
of Jonah,” alluding to the death and resurrection 
(comp. 12 : 40). 

Verse 13.—TZo the other side: As usual, the east- 
ern side of the lake. 

Verse 14.—Zkhey forgot to take bread; ‘* Had for- 

tten” (Auth. Ver.) is ungrammatical. This neg- 
ect occurred after reaching “the other side.”—More 
than one loaf: Heuce the need for a fresh supply for 
the land journey they were about to begin. 

Verse 15.—Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and the.deaven of Herod; *‘ Leaven” is a scriptural 
figure for a permeating influence, usually: an- evil 
one. But the disciples understood it in a literal 
sense. Matthew 16 : 12 specifically states that it here 
refers to ‘‘teaching.” The same evangelist has “and 
Sadducees,” instead of ‘‘ and the leaven of Herod.” 
While Herod was not a professed Sadducee, all three 
parties had in common an antagonism to our Lord 
and his teaching. Mark 3: 6 ks of an alliance 
of the Pharisees and the Herodians. The latter, a 
political party, would naturally try to use the relig- 
ious parties. ‘* Hypgcrisy” characterized the entire 


Verse 16.— We have no bread: The form varies in 
the early authorities, but the sense is clear: they 
thought their Master referred to the neglect to pro- 
vide food for their journey. This was an unspiritual 
notion, but not altogether unnatural, in view of the 
peculiar customs of the Jews in regard to food. The 
slowness ‘to understand, on the part of the disciples, 
is not surprising. They were now in a process of 
training, and had not yet learned the full significance 
of our Lord’s mission and teaching. 

Verse 17.— Why reason ye? This rebuke was 
necessary in order to educate them. 

Verse 19.—— When I brake: This verse recalls the 
feeding of the five thousand (chap. 6 : 30-44), and 
verse 20 that of the four thousand (chap.. 8 : 1-10). 
In each case the terms used correspond exactly with 
those occurring in narratives of these miracles, not 
only in the numbers, but in the different words for 
‘*baskets.” ‘These miracles were cited to show that 
our Lord's caution (in v. 15) did not refer to material 
food, for this he could supply. They had shown want 
of faith as' well as lack of perception. 

Verse 21.— Do ye not yet understand? Matthew 
(16: 12)sdys théy did understand that his caution 
referred not to ‘‘leaven of bread,” but to “ teaching.” 

Verse 22.—A blind ‘man; Probably not blind 


- and the sleight-of-hand man. 


, Had Christianity been founded ‘u 
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ae birth (see on ey ae touch him: te ov a A 
was supposed. © necessary met o 
healing the man, and this may have been one reason 
for the peculiar method of the cure, 

Verse 6 ge him out of the village: To 
avoid perew he man was healed aren 
and by three net acts: the applicatior of saliva, 
the laying on of hands, which was repeated in con- 
nection with the complete cure. B75 A 

Verse 24.—/ see men: Literally, **the men."”—For 
I behold them as trees, wal. * This indicates 
that he saw indistinctly as men were mov- 
ing about, but loomed up trees. ‘ Walking” is 
to be connected with ‘‘men,"\ not with ‘‘ trees.” His 
language implies that he had once been able to see. 

erse 25.—Saw all things clearly: the result 

of the second laying on of hands, This case of grad- 
ual cure is peculiar to Mark. It was probably de- 
signed to remove the notion of influence, but 
may have been called for by something in the man’s 
own spiritual condition, e im nt lesson is, 
that Christ's work of is not necessarily mani- 
fested through the same experience, that it does not 
depend on.certain outward forms, or sudden mental 


conditions, 
Verse 26,—Away to his home: ipeeeetly outside 
the vill —Do not even enter into the village: 


This is the better attested reading. This prohibition 
was due to our Lord’s seeking retirement and avoid- 
ing publicity. Bethsaida seems to have been an un- 
believing slens (comp, Matt, 11 : 21). 

Westrrn THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


& 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Foundation.— Why doth this generation seek 
a sign? (v. 12.) Signs are not convincing. Gideon 
had to have his repeated before acceptance (Ted A 
6 : 37-40). Credentials only go so far, Mrs. mith 
says the poorest ‘‘girl” she ever had brought the 
best ‘‘references.” If Heaven gave you a sign to- 
day you would be doubting it to-morrow. You 
wouldn't ! Well, God has splendidly kept you until 
now, and yet you are ee over next week. 
Satan wanted Jesus to soar down from the pinnacle 
of the temple as a sign he belonged above. Satan 
was cute enough. A religion founded on such a 
sign weuld: be-a religion founded- upon sand. Why, 
in afew years we.will all soar. The ventriloquist 
‘The French govern- 
ment sent Robert Houdin to Algiers to show the 
natives that-the ‘‘divine”’ signs of their priests,. who 
were expert ventriloquists and magicians, could be 
matched and surpassed by the signs of an ‘‘ infidel.” 
signs, modern 
discoveries and achievements would tumble it to the 
dirt (Matt. 16; 16-18). 

At Home.— They forgot to take bread (vy. 14). 1 
like these homely Coatesville touches in the Book. 
When we went to Valley Forge that time, we forgot 
the lunch also. Only had: a few crackers. If men 
had been writing this Book, they would not have put 
in this detail of carelessness; and of ‘* what's every- 
body’s business is. nobody’s business.” Can’t you 
see Andrew nudging his head-over-heels brother and 
saying, ‘‘Look here, Simon, you’ve come and for- 
gotten the grub”? Yes, Gertrude, I think he said 
‘‘grub” in Galilean. ‘The dinner-pail fellows on 
‘First Avenue don’t say ‘‘luncheon,”—not yet! 
Neither do fishermen. Human stuff is alike every- 
where. The Master and disciples were made of the 
same clay that is used to-day. This makes heaven all 
the nearer to us. Jesus and heaven are here and now. 
You are not to be somebody else. to’be a Christian. 
All these Bible folks are just plain, everyday, faulty, 
forgetting, blundering, ordinary men like the rest of 
us (Acts 14 : 15). 

Yeast.— Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and... Herod {v. t5). The Pharisees were the 
most religious people in the. world. Paul at this 
time sat at the feet of the greatest of them (Acts 
22: 3). Herod was the worst ever. Jesus puts 
Pharisee and Herod in the same class, and says,. 
‘*Look out for them.” As between religious hate 
and political Santas there is not much choice. Jesus 
lumps them. . In Inquisition days it didn’t matter 
much whether the good man fell into the hands of 
the church or into the hands of the Africans, One 
robbed and roasted him and the other robbed and 
riddled him. .The Pharisees can refrigerate your 
religious life to perfection, ‘The Romans fight fair, 
and you know where they are. The Pharisee hits 
you in the back. ‘So-and-so says it, and he’s: a 
member of church.” Beware that leaven, or your 
cakes will be sour. Grandmother Scott’s old- 
fashioned ‘‘a cent’s worth in the pitcher.” Kind 
made of hops from heaven is what you want. There 
are two kinds of yeast, mt age and Unter-hefe, 
upper yeast and lower yeast. ours is the upper. 


Woman.—Having eyes, see ye not? and havin 
ears, hear ye not? (vy. 18.) Sight and hearing, in 
their highest sense, are senses of the soul. A man 
came to my house, but he never #gw a single picture 








alcohol, Hee PGS Se See Spek ee 
religion. And she belongs. Outside of tue 
slums and codfish most girls are 


aristocracy, 

Christians. You don’t often find an infidel 
in petticoats, She does nearly oversees 
better than most men, Give her 

chan eyes and ears and makes 
good, She swings big Bible classes as suc- 
cessfully as men—and when you the 
inside facts of successful oe rao 
she is! (Prov. 31 : 30.) 


**Some Day.”—Do ye not yet under- 
stand ? (v. 21.) Is the race as stupid as the 
disciples? Do we see the bread multiplying 
on a thousand farms and feeding the hungry, 
with basketfuls left over, and fail to under- 
stand? It seems so, Men see God’s daily 
miracle of life and do not understand. They 
watch the daily toll of death and do not un- 
derstand. ‘*1 am life,’”’ ‘* How is it ye do 
not understand?’’ (John 14 : 16.) The 
Mercers did not get along very well. Ed 
was a drinker anda gambler, Old Mr 
Mercer, Ed’s ‘rich father,’ ‘told’ Hobbs the 


: _— and Bunting the butcher to supply the 


amily with all they asked -and send ‘the bills 


to him, . But poor little Mrs, Mercer never 


_ understood the father’s goodness. She told 


her neighbors, ‘‘ Father Mercer never does 
anything for Ed.’t. Yet Father Mercer was 
feeding the family and keeping Ed out of 
jail. ofatt Palmer, at school, got all he 
needed by simply dropping a line to Father 
Palmer. Matt understands jt all to-day out 
in the real world. sagt 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
% 


The Illustration Round. Table 


. LL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of. this depastment, One dollar.is 
offered for every specs lesson illus- 


tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 


tration eath week. An im airt circular ex- |- 


plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lésson ealendar, will be sent fora two- 
cent stamp. ‘ 


When Behind Bars.— He that followeth 
me shall not walk in the darkness (Golden 
Text). The cage is a prison for the bird; 
yet it sings behind the bars, as a brave little 
prisoner should, Every note calls cheerily, 
**Be brave; be brave.’”’ When Samcel 
Rutherford lay in Aberdeen prison, he. used 
to write at the top of his letters, ‘‘God’s 
Palace, Abertdeen.’’ - Brave heart! Whien 
Madaine Guyon was imprisoned in the castle 
at: Vincennes she said, *‘It seems as if I 
were a little bird whom the Lord has placed 
in a cage, and that I have nothing now +o do 
but sing.’? Can ‘we be brave and happy 
when things do not: please us? When we 
are sick, fot instance, and cannot play? Or 
when we-are in pain? Or when we are 
mocked; or cheated, or lied about ?—J/rs, 
R. W. Loewe, Delevan, N. Y.: Quotation 
From Rv P. Anderson in The Christian 
Endeavor World. 


The Insistent —lLam the light of 
the world (Golden Text), If we wish to shut 
the light out of our rooms we must not only 
close the windows and doors, but we must 
seal up every keyhole and every chink and 
crévice, or some trgent ray will pierce its 
way in, The gracious, long-suffering Lord 
is not easily driven away. e thrusts him- 
self in upon us wherever there is the small- 
est opening. If we “have faith as a grain 
of mustard-seed,’’ even through that small 
opening he will come in and work wonders. 
—Mrs. M. Watts; London, Eng. Quota- 
tion from J. H. Jowett, D.D. 


Burned Away.—/ am the light of the 
world (Golden Text). The sealon Dr. Adem 
Clarke’s grave is interesting : a candle burned 
down to its socket, and underneath these 
words: **In living for others I am burned 
away.'’—G. B. King, Strathcona, Alberta, 
Quotation from Malcolm James McLeod, 
D.D. 


Where Phillips Brooks Walked.— He 
that followeth me shall not walk in the dark- 
wess (Golden Text). A Boston paper once 
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** Peaches or Punkins.’’— Having eyes, 

cae not? and having ears, hear ye not? 

do ye not remember? (v. ¥ Every 
_ at ae 


qr 


garden, : “Ves, but I'll tell 
what cured me of worrying. I used to ret shou 


over everything, and one spring when I sat 
down to have a good cry because an un- 
timely frost during a ing threat- 
ened to ruin our splendid prospect fruit, 
my Aunt Martha came in, and reminded me 
that she had lived eighty years, and the 
world’s crop of provisions had never failed 
yet. ‘If we don’t we'll have 


then that in spite of all the frosts and 
droughts I’ve never suffered for food, and I 
don’t believe you have, either.’’ They all 
smiled rather sheepishly, and the ent 
said, thoughtfully: ‘“*That’strue. ‘ Peaches 
or punkins,’ I'll try to remember that,’’— 
Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. From The 
Kansas City Journal. ; 


for a New Star.— Why doth this 
generation seek a sign? (v. 12.) An igno- 
rant slave had been given the helm of a boat 
while his master slept, and he was instructed 
to sail straight toward a certain star. Under 
his unskilful handling the boat wabbled 
until the star was behind instead of in front. 
Thereupon the man woke the captain with, 
‘*Massa! Massa! Come, gimme ’nuther 
star! I’se done sailed a-past that one!” 
Perhaps it is not courteous to liken this pro- 
gressive age to the darkey helmsman, but is 
not a great deal of our crying that we have 
t past certain old standards—the Bible, 
or. instance—due to our own ignorant shift- 
ings rather than to any real progress? The 
star and the standards :are fixed, and’ they 
are still far, wc Booman C. re 
Minneapolis 7. otation from J, R. 
Miller; DD:;'in Forward, T. pa fe 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 


5 4 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 
Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 


Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


EEKING of him a@ sign from, heaven 

(v. 11). The Jews of the East often 
come to the Christian missionary with 

the same critical demand for a private mira- 
cle, and with this same assurance that Christ 
must be thankful to receive them, They 
uote Christ’s own saying to his disciples to 
the effect that where there is faith as a grain 
of mustard-seed there is power to remove 
mountains, and say; ** Now if you have not 
that amount of faith, the necessary minimum, 
you are not fit to be a disciple, still less to 
make disciples. If you have it, we do not 
ask you to remove a mountain ; we shall be 


satisfied if you merely make this table pass | 


to the other side of the room. . The moment 
you do that we become Christians.” 

Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
the leaven of Herod (v. 15). ‘Fhe disciples 
were evidently unable to keep pace with the 
spiritual suggestiveness of the Master’s mind, 
and were constantly bewildered by the out- 
crop of parable values from the common 
things of daily life. Yet they might, well 
have been able to follow his thought in this 
particular instance. In village life it is cus- 
tomary to prepare the dough in each home, 
and only to send it to the public oven for the 
baking. They would thus be familiar from 
their childhood with the custom of intro- 
ducing the leaven into. the dough, and had 
times without number observed its effect. It 
was a figure of stealthy and pervading con- 
tact, and however it had been inserted,. the 
Pharisaic leaven was a fact in Jewish na- 
tional life. It occupied itself with religious 
matters, and the spirit.of reverence had so 
perished from its imagination. that it could 
dictate terms to Divine power. At this time 
Christ found it something to sigh over and 
leave alone. 

And he sent him away to his home, saying, 
Do not even enter into the viliage.(v: 26). 


have 
punkins,’ said she. ‘And I've noticed since 


‘of Divine reward. . Sachs begpers sometimes 
gain enough to purchase a vineyard, or build 
a small house, and become money-lenders in 


their villages. A medical missionary in 
at the roadside, and told him that if he came 
to the hospital he could be cured in a month. 
It turned out as the doctor had promised, 
and the man went home to his mountain vil- 
lage in the enjoyment of ‘restored sight. A 
week o¢ two rward the mother of the 
young man came and asked to see the doctor. 
i scoldéd him’ severely for meddling in 
family matters that did not concern him: 
**My son was blind from boyhood, and 
never learned to work. Now he can no 
Re. dln and he eats like a bear, and it 
is all your fault.’’ 
ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Eleven cue ye (or lesson pictures) will 
be needed for this fourth quarter, costing $r, 84. 
Those who own the tort material need only 
nine new ones, costing $1.50. Those who have 
both rorz0 and a material need only eight new 
ones (ft. 34). The stereoscope (through which 
the pictures are seen in vivid life-likeness) is 
85 cents. Stereographs, less than four in one 
order, are 20 cents each. Postage or express is 
—— by the publishers on every order, Send 
to The Sunday School Times Company, ' 103 
‘Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa,- 


UR: map marks: 42 the point of a V 
resting néar the shore, at the north- 

‘ern end of the Sea of Galilee. Stand- 

ing at that point and facing nearly south- 
ward, you find yourself in a weed-grown 
ure, with a small river before you mov- 
ing in a leisurely S-shaped course to the lake, 











BY UNDE 

a 

half a mile distant, You can see the lake 
waters themselves reaching several miles 
toward where a long, high bluff rises on the 
hazy eastern shore. It was over somewhere 
on that eastern side of Galilee that Jesus had 
fed.the four thousand, On the level ground 
near where you stand there used to be a 
town. Many authorities believe it was here 
Bethsaida stood, the home of Peter and An- 
drew and Philip (John 1 : 44). _ Capernaum 
was. about three miles “away, at your right. 
It seems probable that it was at Capernaum 








Beyrout once saw one of these blind beggars |. 
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One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teathing 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


UESTION Leaven.—In p 
for this lesson the teacher will make, 
dough from flour and water, or get; 

some expert to make it for him. Take a 
small bowl and paste a layer of heavy paper 
about half an inch below the edge, leaving 
beneath it a space large enough for the ad- 
mission of a hand. Spread the dough over 
this r so that the entire bow! will appear 
to be filled with it. Leave one corner free, 
so that it can be raised and a hand inserted, 


The lesson is mainly about leaven, and the . 


leaven you will use is a set of questions, to 
quicken, not dough, but brains! ~ These 
questions will be written on squares of heavy 
pasteboard, so that each may be picked up 
readily.. They will be placed, in the cavity 
under the layer of dough, and the pupils will, 
insert their hands in turn, each withdrawing 
a question, reading it aloud, and answering 
it. As thus the questions will be withdrawn 
in haphazard order, each should be so,framed 
as to stand alone, and the exercise may best 
be used as a review at the close of the*les- 
ison, The following set of questions may be 


used : 

Why were the Pharisees. opposed to Jesus ? 
What kind of: sign.did the men. of: Christ’s 
time seek from him? Why were the men 
of Christ’s day wrong in demanding signs 
from him? hat sign did Christ (in Mat- 
thew) promise to his generation? , Why did 
Christ refuse to work miracles at the demand 
of the Pharisees? What did Christ mean by 
the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod? Why 


did Christ. warn his followers against ibe 
y’ 


Pharisees’ way of thinking and acting? W 
were his disciples so slow. to understand, 
ag Of what miracles did Christ-remind 

is disciples, and why? at sign did; 
Christ give his discipléS, atid whafwas it to 
teach them? What that is like the gradual 
opening of the blind man’s eyes happens to 
men.in their spiritual lives? What are we 
to do if we are slow in understanding Chris- 
tian truths? How is Christianity like a 
leaven in the world? How are Christ’s 
teachings like a leayen in the heart of the 
believer ? 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
. 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Lord Jésus, 


we need no new testimony to thy power fo lead 
us out into the light, but we do. pray that the 
veil and the fog of sin in our lives may be swept 
away, so that. we may know thee as thou art, 
Thou who art the life and the light, break 
through, vod asi thee, into the darkness of our 
lives, and bring the glad, broad day of the jo 

and blessedness of thy full fellowship! } 


Christ, _— our understanding ; open our | 


eyes ; lift our ideals infinitely above the mere 
material of the day's task, until we shall dwell 
in an abiding and trusting knowledge of thee, 
to the end that -thy will may be.done in our 
lives! In thy empowering, revealing name we 
pray. Amen. ; 


After the Lesson.—Tom’s father was on 
trial, and Tom was the judge. For Tom 
was getting quite doubtful about his father’s 
love for Le Not that his. father .had 
stopped doing things for him, But Tom had 
begun to question a great many things in the 
life about him, and his father’s love was one 
of them. 





ee 


So Tom. asked ‘his father one day if he 
would please prove to him in some way that 














LESSON FOR NOV. 3 (Mark 8 : rr-26) 


he had the ‘to-do things for Tom, and 


loved his son, Tom’s father 


proof 
’ shown in and through Jesus Christ, than any 
one of us #¢eds to convince us 
And we dnow right now much more 
would have to know, to convince 
power in Jesus Christ to make us 
out-and-out, living, loving servants 


— of his. 2 a sao 4 

t wasn’t more s t the people 

esus’ day needed. "For do we need more, 
hat they needed was to Jet Christ take con- 

trol of their lives, without waiting for signs, 

of which even they had more than enough. 

And isn’t that our need too? * 





NOT CIGNS 
BUT URRENDER 











Oh, let’s not go on another hour in foolish 
asking for more signs, more knowledge, 
more proof of Christ’s reality! We ave 
more than enough now. Let us give him 
the place that he asks, the occupying of our 
lives by his own conquering, loving being, 
and we shall not be hunting about for ad- 


vance proof that would do us no kind of 
good if we had it. Take Him! To-day! 
PHILADELPHIA, 
< 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


* Hail to the brightness of Zion's glad morn- 


ing. 
Ye binnd the voice of Jesus say." 
**Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling 
loom."’ 


4 . 

**Q Christ, our true and only. Light,”’ 
a poe us light, that we may know."’ 
‘*O Light of life, O Saviour dear." 


“The whole world was lost in the darkness of, 


‘“Thou, whose almighty word.” es 
‘* Walk-in the light; so’shalt thou know."’ - 
{References in parentheses are to the metrical 

» Psalm ik “* Bible Songs.””) 

Psalm 34 : 1-3 (69 :'I-3). 

Psalm 43 : 1-5 (89°: 1-4). 

Psalm.82 : 1-6 (167 : a3}. 

Psalm 94: 4-9 (189 : 4-9). 

Psalm 119 : 19-24 (244: 1-5). 





Department Helps 











For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—There is enough story material 
in to-day’s Scripture portion without re- 
ferring to ‘* The Sign and the Leaven,’’ 

which is not suited to primary children. The 
healing of the blind man, another boat-ride, 
and the conversation during the ride, will be 
interesting. Use only one clause of the 
Golden Text: Jesus said, ‘¢I am the light 
of the world.”” This is well suited to heal- 
ing-the blind. 

The story will be much plainer if illus- 
trated on the sand-table or blackboard, in- 
cluding the review.. The healing of the deaf 
man and feeding the four thousand occurred 
somewhere along the eastern shore. A tiny 
paper boat may miake the journey to Dalma- 
nutha on the western shore. To-day’s trip 
crosses to the northeast corner. 

Notice points of similarity between healing 
the deaf and the blind. Both men were 
brought by friends who urged Jesus. to touch 
them. Both times he led the men awa 
from the crowd; he moistened the parts wit 
saliva, and after the healing he asked the 
men not to tell, but they couldn’t keep the 
good news, 

Review.—Show last week’s picture. What 
man is standing? Who is kneeling? What 
part of the kneeling man is Jesus touching ? 
Why? Did he touch any other part? What 
happened? Could the man keep the secret 
about being healed? He just had to talk, 
and was so glad to hear. What did the peo- 
ple say about Jesus? ‘‘He hath done all 
things well,” ete. 


Lesson Story.—Show to-day’s picture. 
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man is Jesus? What part of the man 
him is Jesus touching? What do you 
him? The deaf man and this 
man did not live in the same place. 


f| Let us talk a little while about the jou 


mney 
which Jesus took from one place to the other. 
se sand-table or blackboard ) 

The deaf man lived on the east side of the 
Sea of Galilee. (Sing, **O Galilee, sweet 
Galilee.’’) After the deaf man was healed, 
and Jesus had fed the four thousand with 
seven loaves and a few small fishes, he sent 
them away, : 

Then Jesus and his disciples crossed in 
their boat to the west shore. There some 
smart men tried to puzzle 
questions. They did not really want to learn, 
but to find fault; so Jesus left them and 
started with the les in the boat toward 
the north end of the sea. As they rowed 
along, they talked some about those Phari- 
sees who asked questions, Jesus told his 
disciples not to be like them. — 

Perhaps they started away in a hurry, for 
the disciples seemed worried because they 
had forgotten to carry bread. They had only 
one ioaf in the Do you know how 
many men were in the boat? Can you name 
some of them? é 

Jesus said to them, ‘* Don’t you remember 
when t broke five loaves among five thou- 
sand?’? How many baskets full of pieces 
were left? How many, children? Yes, 
twelve. And that other time, just a few 
days before, when there were seven loaves 
among four thousand? How much was left? 
They said seven baskets. ‘Then Jesus said, 
‘** How is it that you do not understand ?’” 

Their boat was headed near the very place 
where the five thousand were fed. When 
they landed at Bethsaida, some people 
brought a blind manto Jesus, and asked him 
to touch and heal him. 

If we all shut our eyes while I tell the short 
story, it may help us to think better how the 
blind man felt. 

Jesus took him by the hand and led him 
out of the town. I think the disciples fol- 
lowed to see what would happen. Jesus 
moistened the man’s eyes, and touched them 
gently with his fingers: The man looked up 
and said, ‘‘ 1see men... . as trees, walking,’’ 
Jesus touched his eyes again ; the man looked 
up and saw clearly. . Jesus sent him home, 
and asked him not to tell. Do you think he 
could help telling others ? 

Let us open our eyes and Jook at to-day’s 
picture. Now you may tell the story to me. 
a did so many wonderful things that he 

ad many names, One day Jesus said, ‘*I 
am the light of the world.’’? Iam sure the 
blind’ man loved to speak of Jesus as ‘‘ the 
light of the world,’”’ 


** For his hands were always helping, 
And his eyes were always kind, 
And he never was too busy 
To heal thé sick and blind." 


(Song Stories for the Sunday-school, 15 cents. 
Clayton F. Summy, Chicago, publisher.) 


After the Lesson.—How many brought 
pretty pictures or post-cards? (See. last 
week’s issue.) .We cannot heal all kinds of 
sick people, as Jesus did; but we can make 
picture scrap-books, and paste our written 
post-cards together, to send or carry te sick: 
people in the hospitals. 
make them happy while the good doctors 
and nurses are trying hard to make them 
well. 

Hand-work,—Copy and repeat or sing: 


Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good ; 
In all we do, in wérk or play, 
‘To grow more loving every day."" 
Cuicaco, IL, 
% 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


I. The Blind Man who Could Not See is Cured. 
Il. The Blind Men who Would Not See are 
Incurable. 


OW beautiful it was to see Jesus helping 
a deaf man by signs to understand and 


have faith. To-day we ‘study about | 


a blind man who is helped in a similar way. 


Have'the details of this story told, and find | 
Impress the fact that 


oints of similarity. 
Toiws can and will help any man who wands 
to have faith and be healed. 

Jehovah has continually given signs to man 
for that purpose r the rainbow to Noah, the 
budding rod to Moses, the song and the star 
to the shepherds and Wise-men. Even to-day 


That will help to 





the changing leaves, the returning robins, are 
to the faith that autumn or spring will 

To-day in our lesson a was 

asked for and refused. Let us see why. 

the five thousand, its 


° e 
the Pharisees were, the kind of sign de- 
Let the girls give reasons why they 
it was refused. Note that other signs 
to them, (Name some.) 
sign was not desired to assist their 
“ — had been used for 
other ar : 22), and suggest 
the pesbablg seaalt shcald this request be 
ted. We also noted what it was the 
Pharisees needed instead of a sign. Jesus 
had taught that knowledge of his authority 
would come, not by signs, but by willing to 
do his will. *‘ You can lead a horse to water, 
but you cannot make him drink,’’ Neither 
can you make a Pharisee see signs immedi- 
ately before his eyes if he does not want to 
see them. 

The Teacher now desires to know whether 
his pupils have realized the lesson of *‘ coudd- 
not-see ’’ blindness and the ‘‘ wou/d-not-see ” 
blindness. So he tests his class. and finds 
they have not understood, We had this por- 
tion of the story related, and discussed the 
following topics: What is leaven? Its effect. 
How the pupils misunderstood, and Jesus’ 
explanation. 

ut sight or blindness makes no difference 
in the dark, The world was in the darkness 
of sin,-but Jesus came to be the Light of the 
world, ark and memorize John 8 : 12, 
Those who will not follow Christ are wilfully 
blind. Recall how the school doctor tests 
the pupils’ sight. Is anything the matter 
with your eyes? Are you blind? Can you 
see the glory of God in the sunset ; the wide- 
ness of his mercy in the sea; his loving care 
im the sparrow; his redeeming love in the 
lives of Christian men and women? Do you 
see opportunities for work just at your hand? 
No? Then it is wilful blindness, for they 
are there if you desire to see them, - Beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees, but rather 
walk in the Light and see the “* signs” that 
are all about you. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson. 


Read the story of a drunken king (Daniel 
§ : 1-10).: Note also verse 30. 

Read how a drunken king was defeated 
(1 Kings 20 : 13-21). 

Note the end of the drunkard (Prov. 23 : 
21; 1 Cor. 6: 10). 

Memorize Isaiah 5 : 11. What condition 
is suggested by rising early to obtain drink? 

Memorize Galatians 6 : 7. What does the 
drunkard sow and reap? 

Read Proverbs 23 : 19-21, 31, 32. What 
is being done to-day in behalf of total absti- 
nence? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


A Boy’s-Eye View of the Lesson 
By Pucker 


OW many blind men in to-day’s 
lesson ?’’ began teacher last Sun- 
day. 

‘-One,’’ said I. 

** Is that all?’’ smiled he. 

**I guess the disciples were blind, too,’’ 
said Carl. 

** Anybody else?” asked teacher again. 

**The Bharisees,’’ said Fred. 

‘*Hof Ho!’ laughed Bulldog, ‘ Pucker 
was blind when he said there was only one.’’ 

** Yes,’’ smiled teacher ; *‘ we are all blind 
to spiritual truth until Jesus touches our inner 
eyes.’’ > 

‘* Where did the Pharisees find Jesus? ”’ 
he asked. ‘* George, you were to be geog- 
rapher to-day.’’ So Bulldog drew the map, 
and marked Dalmanutha about half-way up 
the west side of the lake. 

‘* But Matthew says it was at Magdala,’’ 
objected teacher. 

‘* That’s easy,’’ laughed Carl. Matthew 
says the coasts of Magdala, and Mark has it 
the parts of Dalmanutha, and they are close 
together.’’ 

** Well, George, go on with the geography 
lesson,’’ came next. 

«They got in the boat and went up this 
way.”’ Bulldog drew a slanting line up the 
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et the blind man was here at Beth- 
“*Now,’’ said teacher, ‘‘let’s go back to 
Dalmanutha and listen to the Pharisees. 
What are they saying, James?” 
** They were im to do some 
stunt just to show off his power,’ answe' 


poe 
‘* Why didn’t he do it, Charlie? ’’ was the 


“He'd been doing miracles right along,”’ 
said Bumps; ‘ but wouldn’t believe.” 

«* What des did he say he would give 
them?” he asked, 

**Jonah and the whale,’’ sung out Bull- 
dog. trying to be smart. 

hen Bert had to tell about Jonah, and 

how he ‘was a type of Jesus’ resurrection, 
and teacher said that was the greatest 
Jesus could give, but they wouldn’t believe 
even that. 

** What was it,’’ he went on, ‘‘ that blinded 
the Pharisees? ’’ 

“ They were so mean,’’ said Carl. 

‘*That’s it,’ nodded teacher; ‘‘sin 
blinded them.’”’ Then he put on the board: 





SIN-BLINDED PHARISEES 





| high-school class one year. 





} 
| 
| 
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** Now we’ll go with them in the boat,’’ 
he continued. ‘‘ What is Jesus warning the 
disciples against? ”’ 

‘The leaven of the Pharisees and of 
Herod,’’ I told him. 

** What did they think he meant?’’ asked 
teacher. 

** They thought he was hinting to them ~ 
not to forget the bread next time, Sat not to 
buy it of ‘the Pharisees,’’ answered Carl. 

‘What did Jesus really mean, Fred?’’ 
came next. 

‘*He meant to look out for the way the 
Pharisees did,”? was the answer. ‘They, 
were old hypocrites,’’ ae 

‘* What was the trouble with Herod? ’’ he 
asked me, ; 

‘*He was bad every way,”’ I said; ‘* got 
drunk, and went with bad company, and 
Omer ying. 23 tie stdin Lbkedd tick beheescdndmaaa 

** What difference did it make to the disci- 
ples how other people did?’ asked: teacher. 

‘We couldn’t think whut to say'to that, $0 
he opened the drawer and pulled out a big 
ees card that said ‘‘Smallpox! Keep 

ut!’ 

‘*My land!” says Bulldog. 
got it?’’ ; i: 

‘* Nobody here,’’ laughed teacher ; ‘‘ but 
you wouldn’t- be afraid if we had, would 
you?’”’ 

**You bet I would,’’ says Bulldog; ‘* it’s 
catching.’’ 

**Sure,’? said teacher; ‘‘ that’s why the 
Board of Health puts up this quarantine card, 
and that’s why Jesus warned the disciples 
against the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and 
the sensuality of Herod. Those things are 
catching.”’ 

Then he told about a boy who was in his 
This fellow 
smoked cigarets and swore and told smutty 
stories, and a lot of thing the other boys 
wouldn’t stoop to do. But they kind of 
liked him because he was a dandy ball- 
player, and treated them to candy and ice- 
cream soda ; but before the year was out lots 
of the boys got to doing those things, and the 
school was just about spoiled. 

** Whatever a person really is, is catch- 
ing,’’ said he. ‘*That’s why we have to be 
careful what kind of friends we make.’’ He 
meant Bulldog, for he runs with an awful 
tough gang; but I don’t believe I’ll tease 
mother any more about going down on the 
street nights, because now I believe I know 
why she won’t let me, 


+“ Who's. 





EARTH-BLINDED DisciPLes 











was the next sentence he put on the board, 
and he showed how the disciples were think- 
ing more about eating than about being 
good, ‘*That’s our real danger,’’ he went 
on; ‘*tothink more about outer éhings than 
inner /ife; but the rest of the lesson tells 
how to be cured of such blindness. How 
was Jesus’ healing of the blind man like his 
dealing with us ?”’ 

**He showed him things a little at a time; 
as he could stand it,’’ guessed Skinny. 

‘* He kept on helping him till his blindness 
was all gone,’ Bumps added. 

( Continued mn mext page) 
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Books for Teachers 
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And now the definite reservations 
for: the World’s Sunday School 
Convention tours are coming! 


Do you WANT to go? 


The Sunday School Times’ plan for 
paying your expenses is intended 
to change your wish into a never- 
to-be-forgotten reality. 


There is urgent need for asking 
very promptly about the plan. 





Do not decide about it in advance, 
but ask to-day for information 
about the “Times Zurich Plan.” 
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. ret nearer to the southern end of the lake. 





“NEED CHRIST’S TOUCH 








Next week Skinny and I and Bumps are 


1 \5coltset clipeiings from the about the 
[Bote ibacrte B doing, aod tha others have 


to hunt for items about how temperance is 
spreading. 
The Study Club 


“|” By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
P, ‘The Second Clash with the Pharisees 


(Mark: 6 : 10-26; Matt. 15 : 39 to 16 : 12). 


es had com- 
pleted their work in the Denes: 
they crossed over the lake into Galilee, 
at the vicinity of Capernaum or at a 


ere at once he came into contact with the 
religious leaders who were aggressively hos- 
tile and critical. 

They demanded a sign from heaven. Had 
they. really desired enlightenment, Jesus 


their object was to make trouble for him, 
and to exhibit the defectiveness of his Mes- 
siahship. The sigh which -Jesus gave ‘on 
seeing them indicated his recognition of 


ul 4-their ‘irreconcilable. enmity, invincible un- 
» || belief, and coming doom’’ (Bruce). 


What the Pharisees wanted was some 
astounding phenomenon, easily visible to all, 
corresponding to the Messianic hopes of the 
day. From the standpoint of the people, 
and even from their own more enlightened 
paint, of view, their. request ‘did not seem 
unreasonable. 
of the ap 
popular withthe people. These writings 
describe in extravagant language the portents 
that. would accompany and the signs which 
would indicate the real Messiah. 

Jesus recognized that they were not seek- 
ers after truth, and refused point-blank to 
satisfy their inquiries. Asa matter of fact, 
they had had plenty of signs of the most 
wonderful sort. Whatcould be better proof 
of his character and power than the healings 
which were so frequent, or the transforma- 
tions of men which were ever accompanying 
his active ministrations! Those who had 
eyes to see had plenty to see. Jesus had 
no reason for compliance with their request. 

As they went along, Jesus warned his dis- 
ciples against the leaven of the Pharisees and 
of Herod. What thick-headed literalists 
they seemed to be, and how much they were 
in need of such conversations as these! 
They thought of Jesus ‘as giving some direc- 
tion about buying bread from obnoxious per- 
sons, or as warning them against following 
Pharisaic directions with regard to making 
bread. 

The leaven of the Pharisees -means, of 
course, their general spirit. It includes for- 
malism, pride, pettiness, hypocrisy, etc., and 
above ait, their unspirituality poe blindness 
to the deeper things of life. The leaven of 
Herod was rather worldliness. They ht 
to avoid religious bonds as far as ible. 
t Neither point of view made good disciples. 

Jesus must have found the severest test of 
his life in the slowness .of his, disciples to 
comprehend his ideas and ideals. ‘ His range 
was world-wide, his height was heaven-high ; 
they groped in darkness. How could he, on 
the human side, have kept up his courage in 
the face of difficulties except for his perfect 
trust in God, and his real assurance that 
these men were growing nearer to him ? 
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** How to Speak Without Notes,” a clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer. 
20 cents, postpaid. ** Young People and the 
Church.”” By Woodrow Wilson. A signifi- 
cant and searching utterance that lifts one 
out of the ruts of ordinary thinking. Leather, 





50 cents; paper, 10 cents, postpaid, from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 


>| -would have treated their request with re-' 
ee oi and explained his position and ideals. 
f t 


... We .realize this.by, a perusal. 
apecalyptical literature of the day, so: 
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By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








. October 28 to November 3 i 


Lea values are often over- 
, because of the excessive de- 
eat g mands made upon one’s time by the 


unnecessary, bre ~ ae 

- We almost allow ourselves to be machines, 
until we come across some fellow-human 
who has been the most of things 
that really count, allowing a vast number of 
the Mag ema, bares 2 to go by default... 

Our Master the ability to do this very 
thing! He overlooked the unimportant in 
bis valuation of those things which really 
amounted to something. - - 

He figured aright on life’s great values, 
and disr ed the estimates men placed on 
the material and transient. 

--In every-thoughtful. life. there comes the 
time when one fully appreciates the value of 
quiet thought and study’of) spiritual things: 
Anything which prompts or promotes such 
‘inclination is worth encouraging. The few 
moments of quiet at the ons of the 
day at the family-altar does ‘Wery thing. 
It is worth while, but we must pay the price. 
The first payment is decision, followed: by 
determination and persistence. 


Mon.—Mark 8: 11-26, The Sign and the Leaven. 

Those who follow Jesus Christ closely 
have no need of a sign, for they have the 
vision within their own souls, Christ warned 
men against earthly desires and worldly- 
mindedness. He likewise warned against 
the subtle leaven of sin. 


Our blessed Lord and Master, we would . 
gain that vision of thyself which tllumines 
life's pathway, and reveals the hidden and 
treacherous dangers. Grant to ms to-da 
light to see and reflect, that we may walk 
aright and send rays of light to others, For 
thy sake.’ Amen. ie 


Tues.—Matt.-16 : 1-4; Reading the Sigas. 

Externals captivaté the carnal mind. To 
read-the .sky seemed So natural and simple 
to the Pharisees,and Sadducecs; But’ read 
and knew the heart.of Jesus of Nazareth 
never occurred tothem. They thought they 
were experts, but they were mere critics. 
One of our devout English students-has re- 
cently said most wisely, ‘‘ The expert as to 
Jesus is not the critic, but the saint.’’ 

May we, O Lord, keep our hearts so pure 
and true that wé may read the signs of the 
innerlight... May the heart-sign mean more 
than the sky-sign, as we learn to look within, 
because thowvwart Jiving there... With Paul 
may we referto thee as **Chrtst who liveth 
in me’? Amen, 


Wed.—John 6: 26-33. Jesus the True Sign. 

Men have iever looked for that they could 
not find, and have disregarded that which 
was at liand for the asking or taking. The 
savages who threw stones at their new enemy 
had no conception that they were living on 
rich diamond fields. Those who asked for 
a sign had time’s Greatest Sign living in their 
very midst. 

May we, our Father in heaven, ever value 
the great blessing of thy presence. May the 
knowledge of the historic Christ never take 

Srom wus the reality of the present Living 
Christ, and may we know that even now 
thou livest to intercede for us, In thy name. 
Amen, : 
Thurs.— 9: 24-33. 
Seccsussens by Opened Eyes, 

This is one of the most wonderful and pa- 
thetic passages in all God’s Word; We can 
actually see this man’s bewilderment as he 
exclaims, ** Herein is a marvelous thing, ye 
know not whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened my eyes.’? To be blind and gain 
vision’ far surpasses sight which remains 
blind. 

May ‘we, our Father, learn to discern 
thee in every place, and at every step in life. 
May the experience of those who attain 
through suffering teach us to value what we 

have had so freely bestowed upon us. May 
the little incidents of this day reveal thee. 
In thy name. Amen. 


Fri.—Mark 10 : 35-45. Leaven of Ambition. 

It hardly seems possible that James and 
John, who so loved the Master and who had 
been so near him, could have had this selfish 
ambition ; and had it in their very desire to 
be near him. What a quiet, strong rebuke, 














LESSON FOR NOV. 3 (Mark 8 : 11-26) 
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** They are known from Greenland’s Icy 
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Reference Bible 
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*¢ Whosoever of you will be the chiefest shall 
be servant of all,’’ 

Dear Father in heaven, teach us humil- 
ity! Not to be humble for the sake of being 
humble, but for thy sake. May we direct 
our conversation Srom self to thee and 
thy world, Weaskin thy name, Amen, 


Set.—Matt. 23 : 23-31. Leaven of Hypocrisy. 

Denunciation was seldom heard: from 
Christ. His words were seldom harsh or 
fiery, but he hesitated not in what he said to 

of Asa h AO whole nates ae 
spised hypocrisy, unreality, pretense, double- 
facedness. Ifa man is a Christian he must 
be ‘‘on the level.’’ 

O God, deliver us all from the leaven of 
hypocrisy. May we be honest with thee, 
with our own hearts, ind with our fellow- 
men. May we beso true that the least ap- 


proach to falsity hurts us, and. may our 


children learn this secretin our open-hearted 


reality. For Chrisés sake. Amen, 
Sua.—, 28 : 12-28, 
Wisdom and 


This review in Job of nature and law ives 
us a picture of his wisdom. In the whole 
catalogue of this world and of sin wisdom is 
not found. ‘The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom,’’ and the man of un- 
dattending will depart from evil. 


We thank thee, our heavenly Father, that 
thou hast shown thy wisdom to those who 
will wait before thee. We thank thee that 
knowledge is not mere information, and that 
wisdom is not the mere use of knowledge, 
We rejoice that wisdom and knowledge go 
hand in hand with those who love thee, 
Help us to grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of thee. For Chris’'s sake. Amen, 





Questions in 
the Prayer Life 


Considered by Henry W. Frost 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission, 











Readers are invited to submit their 
prayer problems for discussion in this 
department, addressing Mr. Frost in 
care’ of The Sunday School Times. 


Praying for Ourselves 


Zs it possible to pray too much for our- 
selves ? 


ECIDEDLY, yes! And simply because 
it is possible to be as selfish in prayer 
as in anything else. It does not 

prove, just because we pray, that we have 
died to self and have become freed from self. 
Indeed? there are few places where we may 
be more selfish than in prayer. The well- 
known prayer, ‘‘ God bless me and my wife, 
and John and his wife, us four and no 
more!”? is but a common illustration of a 
common experience. 

If any one wants proof of this, let him 
carefully listen to the average prayer. Speak- 
ing generally, each hes tas a preys about 
his or her affairs; the head of the family 
prays for himself, his wife, his children ; the 
minister prays for hischurch and his people ; ; 
the missionary prays for his station and his 
converts and inquirers. There is something 
proper about this, for it is right that each 
person should pray particularly about that 
for which God has made him particularly re- 
sponsible. But the sad part of the matter is 
that the average person stops with his own 
concerns, and keeps well within the circle 
of his own interests. Such praying is only 
half-praying ; it is petition, but, in the full 
sense, it is not intercession, And God 
would have each of us an intercessor, a ver- 
itable priest with a ministry of prayer in be- 
half of the whole church and world. We 
learn such a lesson of intercession from many 
passages of Scripture, and nowhere more 

lainly and beautifully than from the ** Lord’s 
Reamer"? There intercession in respect to 
the things which concern God, his glory, and 
the coming of his kingdom, far exceed peti- 
tion of the personal kind. And to study the 
great prayers of the Bible, those of Moses, 
David, Solomon, Jeremiah, Nehemiah, Paul, 
and others, is to confirm and greatly em- 
phasize fhis conciusion. 

In, brief, then, we ought to pray for our- 
selves; but we ought not to stop with our- 
selves, simply because the need of the wide 
world must ever be greater and more impor- 
tant than the need of our small personalities, 





And when we do this, we shall make a dis- 
covery: we shall find ourselves most blessed 
when we seek to bring most of blessing to 
others. It is notable that the Lord turned 
+ The ——— of Job a. we manne 
w began to is friends. - 
ing for our iiendo end who in the 
world is not a Christian’s friend ?—will turn 
our and lead to easurable 
blessing for ourselves as well as for others. 





The Young People’s 
-Prayer-Meeting | 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, Nov. 3, 1912 

Lalas ‘Christian Virtues. XI. 
(Titus 2; 1-14). 

Consecration Meeting 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MoON.—Work intensely. Eccles. 9: 10. 
‘lL UES.—For souls. att. 18: ro-14. 
WED.—Christ's earnestness, John 2: 13-17. 
THUR.—Mistaken zeal. 1 Kings 18: tm 
3 24-28. 
Col, 4:12, 13. 


Zeal 





FRI.—Uninformed zeal. Acts 1 
SaT.-—For others’ welfare. 











How can we show our zeal in common affairs? 
How may misdirected zeal be an evil ? 
How may we become ‘‘ ‘burning’ in spirit ’’? 


EW sayings have done more damage 
than~ the familiar warning that zeal 
must not outrun discretion, Lest it 

should do this dreadful thing a great deal of 
zeal has never run at all. But what God 
needs.is not wisdom that does nothing, but 
purpose which tries to achieve something 
even if at times it makes mistakes. We 
have far more to fear from conservatism 
and excessive caution than from earnestness 
and zeal... Itis right that the Church should 
be careful and respectable and decorous, but 
the Church’ might just as well not exist at all 
‘if that is.all she is. She stands for action. 
The action must be reverent and proper, but 
it must be active, intensely and richly. active, 
in seeking to accomplish the ends fpr which 
the Church exists, in’ conquering sin and 
achieving good. 


We should work intensely because ume 
and sin and death work ceasélessly, even as 
Dr. Bonar sings in his hymn : 


Time worketh, let mé work, too, 
Time undoeth, let me do. 

As busy as time my work I ply 
Till I rest in the rest of eternity. 
Sin worketh, let me work, too, 
Sin undoeth, let me do. 

As busy as$in my work I ply 
Till I rest in the rest of eternity. 
Death worketh, let me work, too, 
Death undoeth, let me do. 

As busy as death my work I ply 
Till I rest in the rest of eternity. 


We should work with earnest and cease- 
less zeal because life is brief- and we have 
no time to dally and waste. 


*Tis not for man to trifle, life is brief 

And sin is here; 
Our age is but the falling cf a leaf, 

A dropping tear. 
We have no time to sport away the hours. 
All must be earnest in a world Tike ours. 
Not many lives, but only one have we, 

ne, only one. 

How earnest should that one life be, 

That narrow span. 
Day after day spent in blessed toil, 
Hour after hour still bringing in new spoil. 


% 
Remember the zeal of our Lord.’ People 
called him mad. They saw him neglecting 
food, toiling night and day, sparing himself 


Ba 


bed (in Maw i form. duty 


Ae for Genes who 

shoes look Ar. Restores 

Polish with a 

” 7 size, 250. . 

f your aealer, ind you want, 

send us “ey ce in staan for Thul size package, 
cherge 


WHITTEMORE BROS. & CO. 
20-26 Albany St., Commmsttae, Mass. 
The Oldest and Largest Manufacturers of Shoe 
rcmnemamemcconmcnmmmrnn Vt tee WA) 616) ecmmaiinmanmsmaunead 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC | 


“ Joybells are Swaying” 


A beautiful Xmas Service. 


“Santa Claus’ Double’ 


A charming and truly clever Re ORF Cantata. 
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A brilliant new service 
for 2. complete with music and recita- 
tions; also orchestrated for 10 instruments, a Bee catalog 

post; 65 dozen. Arr.¢ 


’ ta Claus, Jr. 
. Some h. rete os inst., a 
z sa creoh a pooh = Bunda cLenem —- 
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for November conta 

Anthems, etc., for the Choir. “Sample copy” 
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rtet booke for both Male ena. a Fernie Theacking Money 

or easking 


Pat eoey ake *N. William Bt 
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Lorenz’s Xmas S.S. Music 
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services, Fron od pages 

cal » O4-Page Cie cee ccna making. 
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Lorenz Publishing Company New York, 15¢ Fifth Ave. 














not at all. The zeal of his Father’s.h 
ate him up. ‘*I must work,’’ he said, 
speaking of the inner compulsion of zeal 
which drove him on, ‘‘I: must work the 
works of him that sent me, while it is day ; 
for the night cometh.’”? Thé work which 
he was accomplishing was the redemption 
of the world. The zeal of God would reach 
to the uttermost in such an undertaking. 

And shall we not let zeal go to the utter- 
most in our conflict? Charles Kingsley 
dared to put it in intense and earnest words. 


God | fight we not within a cursed world, 


Whose very air teems thick with leagued 
fiends— 


(Continued on next page) 


Dayton, - « + + Ohio 
HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


A Reeponee to the for better Sunday- 
hool Music. Every tune within the 
range of the average scholar - 


Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send for 
a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


HALLOWED stew ave'ouo 


NEW and OLD 


25 pes 108, no 108, not cprepeld. J 4 cents per copy by mail. 
fe. BIGLOW. & i. MAIN ct CO., New York or Chicago 
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search, written at first 
hand by one who knows, 
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@ It is to be the privi- 
lege of The Sunday 
School Times Company 
to announce in next 
week's issue a book that 
combines toa rare de- 
gree thorough scholar- 


- THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 









The best version of the 
English Bible ever pro- 
duced because it is translated 
from the oldest and most au- 
thentic manuscripts in existence 
by the greatest Biblical Schol- 
_ars the world has ever known, 


For sale by leading Booksellers. Prices trom 35c. up. 
Send for Booklet and Price List to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for Over 5¢ Years 
381A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Agents Wanted for the Cross Reference Bible 
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field of biblical research 
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Each word we speak has infinite effects— 
yer gemy 
And this our one chance through 


To drop or de like dead leaves in oie Leake? | 


. ._ * . , a.>@ 


Be camment, ansnesh, oasdet; mad if thou wilt; 
Ta what the dels as Wee oeehs cose wameed, 
And that thy last deed ere the Judgment Day. 


' Zeal is not necessarily and ‘turbu- 
lent. At its best it is and steady and 
ad and calm god Ben and pip | 

¢ temperament w explodes 
ters about may seem effective and ee 
Bee it is as a rule worth little in accomplish- 
ing results, It lacks endurance and 
tration. Who are the reall serviceable 
le in your own church and community 
tudy them as illustrations of true zeal. =| 
And study Paul. - Point out evidences of 


his zeal. Quote his appeals for zeal in 
‘others, © i 

° i 
Free Bibles for Italian Emigrants 


W. H. MORSE, secretary of an aux- 


R. 
D' iliary of the American Bible Society, 


Hartford, Conn., would like the names 
and addresses of Italian Protestants about to 


return to Italy, that they may be given the | ; 


Scriptures in their language, to use in as | 
portage in the hetsbiend : 





THE WORDS OF JESUS 


As Recorded in the New Testament 
CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED. 
With dates and ces inserted. 
Compiled Hallett. 
24mo. Cloth, zo cents, net; by 
mail, re cents ; leather, 25 cents, 
net; by mail, 27 cents. 
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*A Simple Solution of the Ever Troublesome Problem, 


‘How Shall We 
Raise the Money?’ 


For full particulars address 


The Christian Finance Association _ 





Bighty Maiden Lane, New York City.’* 
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Ask Marion Lawrance 





WISCONSIN.—I have a class.of mature young 
men and women, and we want to take up the 
study of the by —authorship, 
reason for’ writing, purpose; historical ‘setting; 
literature, etc. I purpose to have the major 

part of this work doné by individdal research: 
Of different members of the class } but in order 
to keep the interest, we need a not too elaborate 
text-book or outline, if there be such a one in’ 

rint, something after the fashion of Dr. H. T: 

ell's ** Bible Studies in the Life of Christ."’ 

member could have a copy, and so follow: 
the study from week to week. you sug=" 

st such a book or res Ieqnust n 

moderate-in price:H- 'B. A: ; 


| \WOU have referred in your one’ 
ay of the best series of ane t gen iliar 4 
with on the sabjests yi you indicate. Dr. 
Sell has. written separate books, entitled 


*¢ Bible Study by Books,’’ “ Bible Study by 
Periods,’’ ** Bible Study by Doctrine.” I 
am sure you will find these adapted to your 
purpose. They are published by the Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, and may be ob- 
tained from them, or from any reliable book 
house (cloth, 60 cents each; paper, 35 
cents). 





CONNECTICUT. —Our church is situated in a 
mill village of about two hundred inhabitants, 
and has a membership of about seventy-five. 
I am a middle-aged woman, and have a Class 

boys whose ages run from sixteen to twenty- 
one. - These em ” very interesting, but they 
are more ready to on almost any other 
subject than the Sunday-school lesson. They 
like me personally, and say that if they cannot 
have me for a teacher the ey will not come to 
Sunday-school. But I feel that they need a 
more competent person than myself.. My boys 
come regularly, and our class contributions are 
good—larger than any other class in the school 
most of the time. But I am not satisfied. Only 
one boy has come into the church during the 
three years that I have taught the class. _ Is 
there anything in the wa’ of helps t he I can 
use in the class to add to in Bible 

At times these boys are ar ame and 
unruly, but they are dear, honest, mean-to-do- 
well boys. And there are some others who 
need to be ht in. I have The Sunday 
School Times, and it is full of good things, but 
isn’t there something that I can use that will 
help to interest them more in the lesson-work ? 
I talk to them about themselves, —of what they 
should do and strive to be,—and they agree 
that I am in the right. But ‘they are not inter- 
ested as they should be in the gospel, and boys 
are so easily led astray. 

HIS class must be made to take an 
interest in the lesson, and in them- 
selves as an organization. It can be 

done, but it will require the introduction of 
some new methods of teaching and working 
together. 

The first step, it seems to me, would be class 
organization. Send to Wallace I. Woodin, 205 
Hartford Fire Insurance Building, Hartford, 
Secretary of your State Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, for leaflets on this subject. - Class 
organization localizes responsibility, and 
these young men. need that very. thing laid 
upon them. «It will develop their originality, 
ingenuity, and- industry, and- will, -in all 
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|" IS quite “dificult, and jaded fniposlite, 
for one to say exactly what he vould do 
if he were in I anocher ’s place. I can 
only say what I think I would do if I were 
in your place. 

First of all, you cannot improve your own 
school without the co-operation of. your 
associates, the officers and teachers. You 
must have this, at least in part, if you are to 
succeed, 

Without saying a word to anybody about 
it, I would adjourn the school a little earlier 
some day, asking all the officers and teachers 
WS si th a few.moments, Then tell them 

pad gg are not satisfied with the 
eres “sch I would not go into details, 
but would refer to the power the Sunday- 
school ought to have, and would have if it 
were doing its.best work. Then: hand to 
each person a little slip of paper with.a ques- 
tion ore it something like this:. * What 
can be done to make our Sunday-school 
more efficient?’’ I would not mention 
grading, or any other particular thing at, this 
time, but get your officers and’ ‘teachers to 
thinking. I would tell them that the slips 
of paper would be called for on the fcllowing 
ming Then close the moodag with 





Pron | the iothiwing Sunday call your officers 
and teachers together sein | in the same 
way, gathering up the slips, which may be 
signed or not, as they prefer. - I would, not 
read the answers at that time, but simply 
say, with muth earnestness, that you want 
their co-operation to make the school better 
in every respect. 

Then invite those who are sufficiently in- 
terested to spend an evening together that 
week to discuss the matter, and announce 
that the questions and answers will be read 
and discussed at that time. Make this meet- 
ing very attractive if you can. Have a 
bright, short, earnest devotional service to 
open ‘with, Have the questions and the 
answers pretty well thought over before the 
meeting occurs. 

(Continued on next page) 
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(LESSON FOR NOV. 3 (Mark 8 : 11-26) 


BENSDORPS 
COCOA 


Cocoas are the finest in the world. 


BENSDORP’S 


is the Best of Dutch Cocoas, 


_ Use only as much 


’ as of other makes because of its 


DOUBLE STRENGTH. 
Always in Yellow Wrapper. Sample conten request 
STEPHEN L. BARTLETT CO., importers, Boston 
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Built of Blocks. For Sunday schools, Junior So- 
cieties and the home. Combining amusement with in- 
struction. The Temple as it appeared in the time of 
Christ. Modeled after the best authorities. The vari- 
ous chambers, porch, triple courts, surrounding walls, 
steps, and gateways, all represented in blocks. Plates, 
explanations, also history and description of the Tem- 

le with each set. Price, $2. White enamel and £°Kd: €- 

EMPLE BLOCK CO., ONEONTA,N. Y. 


GHRISTMAS_ MUSIC 
ve met a new Sunday-school Concert 


I 
ISI 





Time, a new Sunday-school 
Recitati jogs, and Songs. N , 
ions » a as. New, ro cents. 
for S, a new cantata for chil- 
akengy, for Senta or da school. seamen. ee 
: 0Veu yigtanae Candy | A new sheet song for 
a:,roup of children. aking. 25 cents. 
Bon of the Highest. A fine, new or 





' A fine, new oratorio for chor- 

uses or choirs. 2 cents, 
Ask for. our € Catpleg It is filled with 
announcements igs for it and Christmas. 


Fillmore Music Honse, 9% 5: Strest. Cincinnati, 0. 
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Send for booklet and 2 eee? 
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Teacher-T raining 
With the Master-Teacher 


By C. S. Beardslee, D.D, 
Price, 50 cents, net. 


Tur Sunpay Scnoot Times Company 
3031 Watnut Street, Puirapecruia, Pa 
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If anybody stapes a thing that was 


Your own t will indicate what 
ought to be done and in all probability 
one or more of the angwers will suggest the 

thing you have in mind. If you fall in 

the suggestion made by any one present 
he will feel complimented, and will be more 
apt to co-operate. : 

ppose, for example, somebody should 
suggest that the school should be graded.. 
There is your opportunity. If that is not 
suggested at that time, and something else is 
that would really be an improvement, grasp 
at the other thing first. € more.you can 
make your teachers fee] that they are really 


helping, the more they will help; and the 
more earnest you are yourself, the more 
earnest will they be. Earnestness and 


enthusiasm have carried many a school over 
‘the dead center of discouragement and in- 
difference. 

There are several books that describe 
the grading of a school. Among them are 
*¢ The Superintendent and His Work,’’ by 
Frank L. Brown (Jennings and Graham, 55 
cents), and ‘‘ Grading the Sunday-School,” 
by J. W. Axtell (Westminster Press, 50 
cents). The ‘‘ Foreword’ in the teachers’ 
helps of the International Graded Lessons 
are especially helpful to those using these 
lessons. Surely you should have a super- 
intendent for each of the departments 
named, and those superintendents should be 
appointed by yourself with great care. A 
superintendent should appoint all the sub- 
the school himself, 
though it is well to confer with the pastor in 
this, The pastor shoyld always be con- 
sulted in the matter of the appointing of 
teachers. 

The best opening services you can procure, 
in my judgment, are those you prepare your- 
self, ere are several books of exercises 
of this sort in the market. ..pply -to the 
World Sunday School Supply Company, 
Detroit, Mich. 


you can get on Sunday-school management ; 
ou will find a classified list of books in this 
ine in the booklet, ‘‘Success by the Vol- 
ume ’’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 10 
cents). Visit as many good schools as you can 
attend ; and do not try to improve too rapidly. 





| Children at Home 





A Knight of the Saddle 
By Nancy Byrc Turner 


ERRY mounted his new rocking-horse 
gaily, with a skillful toss into the sad- 
dle. For weeks he had practised that 

toss on the barn fence while waiting for the 
sixth birthday that would bring this fine 
steed, almost as large as a real colt, and gay 
with creaking leather and shiny trappings. 
It had been stabled on the front porch all 
night, its stall a wooden crate, ready to be 
led out on the birthday morning. And that 
morning Perry waked before sunrise, and ate 
his breakfast as swiftly as mother would al- 
' low, darting out, as soon as possible, to take 
possession of his treasure.~ 
| Now, at last, the moment was here, and 
the rider bounded up and down, trotting gal- 
| lantly, feet in stirrups and hand carelessly 
| holding the black bridle. The porch was 
| checkered with the shadow of flickering 
leaves, and he almost fancied himself a knight 
of old, bound on some fine quest through the 
aisle of a big forest. He felt that he could 
| ride forever. 

Presently, he noticed a rose-bush in the 
corner of the yard ; it seemed to shake, now 
and then, rather strangely. Looking closer, 
he discovered two eyes above it, peering 
through the fence palings. They were very 
big eyes, and very bright. The horseman 
knew almost instantly to whom they belonged, 
—they and the shock of yélow hair that bris- 
tled over them. It was not easy to mistake 
the washerwoman’s little lame Carl, from 
away down town. 








Perry turned his head away and, speaking 


I suggest that you read all the good books 





to Black Prince in an undertone, rode harder 
and faster. A tiny cross feéling stirred in his 
heart; the sunlight between the leaf shadows 
seemed to darken, somehow. Yet he could 
not keep from looking again ; and each time 
the eyes a rounder and brighter. 

‘* I wish,’ said Perry to himself, ** that he’d 
move on and -= staring so.”’ uo 

mnt on in awify glad fight. ‘The boy felt 
went on in sw t, e t 
as if he could shia denever. *«Prince is not 
even lathered,” he said to himself,:and his 
heart beat high. FO ist 

At last the rose-bush gave a final quiver, 


there was a scuffle behind it, and the big 
eyes and yellow hair disappeared. Tap-tap, 


very slowly two crutches sounded on the side- 
walk, dragging a little as they moved off, 
Black Prince’s flight began to 9 Pres- 
ently he was pulled sharply, and his rider 
dismounted with suddenness, ‘Carl Hoff- 
man !’’ aclear voice called, ‘* won’t you take 
a ride?” 

The dragging crutches halted and wheeled, 
then beat a quick tattoo up the walk to the 
porch. ‘I'll draw up this hassock, and we’ll 
call it a horse block,’’ planned Perry. ‘‘ Then 
you can mount easily.’’ 

Very slowly, yet very surely, stopping to 
take breath now and again, needing not a 
little help, but eagerly, earnestly, Carl Hoff- 


man, without a word, climbed to the back of 


the marvelous steed. Once up, his crutches 
slipped useless to the floor; his hand caught 
the reins with a horseman’s grip. ‘‘ How 
you sit him !’’ exclaimed Perry, admiringly. 

That was a great hour, Black Prince did 
his noble best.. The rider’s little twisted 
feet fitted firmly into their stirrups: what 
did it matter now if they had never taken a 
step like other boys? < His round shoulders, 
hunched from much carrying of crutches, 
straightened themselves bravely; the shock 
of hair blew back in the wind. He rode 
and rode and rode. Passers-by looked 
in and smiled. ‘I tell you,”’ shrilled lame 
Carl, ** this is a horse /”’ 

A voice floated down from upstairs. ‘‘ Per- 
ry-boy, your horse will ride you to death ! ”’ 

**Oh, mother,’’ Perry cried, ranning to the 
foot of the steps, ‘‘ P/ease. come down here 
and look at Carl Hoffman on Black Prince, 
You wouldn’t know him") 
- MADISON, ‘Vingitiag? 654. 27- 
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«Good Stuff” 
A Confirmed Coffee Drinker Takes to Postum 


A housewife was recently surprised 
whien cook served Postum instead of cof- 
fee. She says: 

‘*For the last five or six years I have 
been troubled with nervousness, indiges- 
tion and heart trouble, I couldn’t get 
any benefit from the doctor’s medicine, so 
finally he ordered me to stop drinking 
coffee, which I did. 

**T drank hot water while taking the 
doctor’s medicine, with some imprdve- 
ment, then went back to coffee with the 
same old trouble as before. 

‘A new servant girl told me about 
Postum—said her folks used it and liked 
it in place of coffee. We got a package 
but I told her I did not believe my hus- 
band would like it, as he was a great 
coffee drinker. 

‘*To my surprise he called for a third 
cup, said it was ‘‘ good stuff " and wanted 
to know what it was. We have used 
Postum ever since and both feel better 
than we have in years. 

** My husband used to have bad spells 
with his stomach and would be sick three 
or four days, during which time he could 
not eat or drink anything. But. since he 
gave up coffee and took to Postum, he 

as had no more trotible, and we now 
fully believe it was all caused by coffee. 

“I have not had any return of my 
former troubles since drinking. Postum, 
and feel better and can do more work 
thaninthelastten years. We tell every 
one about it—some say they tried it and 
did not like it. I téll them it makes all 
the difference as to how it’s made. It 
should be made according to directions— 
then it is delicious,” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read the book, ‘‘ The Road 
to Wellville,”in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a rea- 
son.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 














In school days and changing 
seasons give the children Scott’s 
Emulsion which scientific tests 
for nearly forty years prove to 
furnish just the working-energy 
and body-building elements 
which nature requires. 


- Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 12-117 











A Message from 
Mount Lebanon 


The Story of a Syrian Girl 
By Layyah A. Barakat 


To read some life-stories is to be allowed 
to go behind the scenes and see how God 
works. That he works with inexpressible 
love and power is wonderfully revealed in 
this story of a Mount Lebanon girl. 

It is a great lesson for lives that chafe over 
the obstacles in their way. There are few 
of us that have greater obstacles in‘ ‘our 
course than Layyah Barakat had. ‘Even as 
a baby girl, in-time of massacre, her mother, 
fleeing for her life, was. urged to abandon 
Layyah as ‘‘nothing but a girl,’’ and“save 
the boy if possible. Years later another 
mhassacre seemed to fling Layyah, now a 
mother herself, with her dear ones, out in 
helpless homelessness upon the world. Thus 
over and over again ‘her life-came to what 
seemed a dead, blank standstill. But God 
was leading on. 

The publication of this life-story lays a 
heavier burden of responsibility upon Amer- 
ica than ever before. It shows, in a light 
new to some of us, what those who live in 
non-Christian lands think of our land as a 
place where Christ rules and where all love 
|and serve him. It shows what a tragedy of 
disappointment must sweep over certain for- 
eigners as they come eagerly, hopefully to 
these shores and find the facts so different 
from their dreams. Yet it shows alsd how 
much we as individual Christians may do for 
individual foreigners whenever we may come 
into touch with them here, by revealing 
Christ to them as indeed the greatest reality 
and power in our lives. 

If God has blessed Mrs. Barakat through 
America, he bas also richly blessed America 
through her. Living here now for many 
years, and bringing up her family as a de- 
voted mother, she has at the same time 
counted herself in Christ a debtor to this 
land, and has so faithfully borne witness to 
the power of Christ that many have rejoiced 
in her coming into their lives. Her study of 
the Bible also, with her intimate knowledge 
of Bible lands and customs, has made her 
public work as teacher and lecturer a rich 
revealing of the beauty of the Scriptures. 
And she has long been aggressively com- 
mitted to the natiopal and world-wide fight 
against.the organized liquor traffic. 

As one who has been privileged to know 
Mrs. Barakat through the years in close per- 








sonal friendship, it is my joy to record here 
my increasing blessing in that friendship as 
we have. worked and prayed together in 
church and Bible class and home.—From 
the Introduction by Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. 
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This brilliant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 
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We Trained These These-Nerses. in 
Miss Z. N, Baker, Spokane, Wash., ini in charge 


of the Nursing Department of a Salvation Army 
Maternity Home. 

Miss B. M, Emberg, Lowell, Mass., writes, “I 
receive $15 and $18 a week and have had more 
work than. can do.’ 

Mrs. W.N.Barbour.No.Attleboro, Mass., writes, 
** The knowledge obitained. from the lectures en- 
abled me to take difficult cases and hold a respon- 
sible position in an institution.” 


Our method of home training has enabled thou- 
sands of women, with ape without experience, to 
earn $10 to $28 a week as nurses. Send fora 
copy of ‘* Hew: 1 Became. a Nurse '’ and our 
Year Book explaining method; 248 pages with in- 
tensely interesting experiences by our graduates. 

Forty-eight specimen lesson pages free to every 
enquirer. Eleveath Year 


The Chautauqua 
School of Nursing 


286 Main Street, Jamestown, N. Y, 
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the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
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close of which he annotinced another hymn, 
which was sung, and again they arose and 
repeated the Lord’s Prayer in unison and the 
meeting was dismissed. As on the Sunda 

before, the fellowship’ of handshaking’ fol- 

lowed, but not, as on the Sunday before, did 
the leader invite anybody to succeed him in 
the meeting on the following Sunday. Oh, 
no. It was his to hold the reins on week- 
days, and now he had the tiller in his hands 
as to this new development, and he held it, 


and determined to hold it, and so he invited 


no one to take his place, This was another 
astonishment. No one knew how it would 
‘turn out, .Théy knéw. only that they had 
tamely surrendered the Lord’s worship to be 
led by one who had no.interest in the Lord, 
and who not only being Czar of the commu- 
nity during weekdays, was evidently deter- 
minéd to be $0 on Sunday. 

The — wore on. and Sunday . came 


again. ain the air rang with the school- 
bell rea e call to worship in the school- 
house. No one knew what was in store. 


Those who were interested flocked to the 
schoolhouse, some curious, some anxious, 
about the result. Ulysses Cicero Grant 


vided as before with Bible, hymn-book, and 
printed sermons. He had laid out that day, 
as the former Sunday, to conduct the meet- 
ing according to the custom which he had 
seen observed in other places.” At the.last 
stroke of. the bell they arose and sang the 
Doxology, and then a hymn, and then‘ re- 





‘| book. 


peated the Lord’s Prayer in unison ;_ then 
| another hymn, and then:‘he opened the Bible. 
I never knew whether he had selected. the 
Scripture lesson beforehand; _pethapi he 
| ‘had ; it matters not. “He began to read,-and 


-| had not: read many verses when ihe words 


choked’ jp his throat... With an effert he 
proceeded until the tears commenced to 
down’ his cheeks, ~ 


course” His voice “gréw 
thickér and he, to goonward. He 
‘| failed, To the astonishment ‘of every oné 


the Czar had broken down. 
The meeting closed. itself. 
to proceed farther, he left the schoolhouse 
alone, and left behind him the astonished 
people. That.ended that Sunday’s meeting. 
The day wore on and ended thus. . The 
week of labor broke upon the people, and 
day after day: the subject of conversation 
was the events of the Sunday before. But 
there was no one to help poor Grant. He 
‘was left to himself all that week. long, no 
| doubt strongly fighting.on, but in a very 
| different contest from any in whicli he had 
| ever locked arms before, and the fight went 
on without any help. On the next Sunday 
morning, when that bell. again rang to call 
worshipers, he too entered the schoolhouse ; 
but. how changed! _ It. was the happiest 
Sunday he had ever spent. .He had been 
for a week alone with God and with God’s 
Word, and with no human help, The Holy 
Spirit was his only instructor. But a great 
wotk had been doné in his heart and soul. 
A wondrous change had come. 








} * * * * * 


I passed through that neighborhood the 
following summer, and spent a Sunday there, 
and then learned of what had transpired, 
I, too, saw the change in that man’s life. 
No longer any pride of place prompted any 
act of his. He had developed into one of the 
gentlest spirits that leverknew. His whole 
life had been changed, and he was the most 
thoroughly. converted man I ever met. 
Through all the years that have passed since 
then, and they have been half a score, he 
has maintained his new relation, and he 
leads the people over whom he has been 
placed not only. in weekday labor, but by his 
example in every possible way in which good 
works can go out. He-is not conscious of 
doing anything that has the quality of right- 
ness, but he does it just the same; nor is he 
conscious of any effort to make up for lost 
time and misspent years, but he is doing 
things in that direction. . He does more 


than miany of us bred to. good works, to 
Christian living, and to Christian giving. 

May others find in this story a testimory 
of the inherent power of God’s Word in the 
hands of ‘the Spitit to convert thé’soul with- 
out preacher or other help. 
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Encyclopaédia contains the vety latest information; while 
paedias quickly grow old. 


NELSON'S IS. THE ONLY AUTHENTIC AND RELIABLE ENCYCLOPAE- 
DIA. because it isthe only one that'is new and can be kept new. 


RESEARCH BUREAU supplies—FREE—any special information re-, 
quired by owners of Nelson's Encyclopaedia—th 


With NELSON'S LOOSE-LEAF ENCYCLOPAEDIA’ and the servicesof N EL- 
SON’S RESEARCH BUREAU FOR SPECIAL INFORMATION you have at your 
command—positively guaranteed to you—all the .available information and knowledge of 


NELSON'S 


the world. 


Upwards of a million dollars have been spent and: more than 1200 specialists in all> 
parts Of the world engaged 16 thake Nelson's the supreme authority forthose who know’ 
Nelson's has been approved and adopted as an authority by U.S. ; 
Government Departments, Universities, Ca Libraries and School Boards through. : 


or who want to know. 


out the country. 


NELSON’S contains a complete account of the 
and Progressive National Conventions of 1912, with the 


In 1907, Thomas Nelson & Soiia:: ental Pay over a liodiel iin 4 
Edinburgh, i ahaa and patented a Loose-Leaf Binder, a volume 
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it You Buy NELSON’S You will never Need to Buy Another 
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National Museum Library 


University of California Chief Signal Office ? : 
of ‘Harvard Univertity 7 
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i “Public ’ 


NELSON'S ‘ENGYCLPAEDIA is endorsed by newspapers, magazines, / : 
scholars, and literary workers in all parts of the world. Following are a few ? Dept. 
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The New Vork Times says: “‘ Nel- Pd 











. G. Schurman, Prsolelant « Cornell Me 
mrver sity, says: “ ve made constant son’s pore rows oO is ‘never oe 2 
use of ay set of your Encylopaedia and quated, ‘ ll give answer years if eaters 
find it preeminently satisfactory.” after its publication to the most pd lopae- 
The Review of Reviews says: “ Nel- modern of queries.”’ diay, port e@ send 
son’s is used as the authority in-our Edi- The New York Fi dent @ ‘por tfols 10. conm- 
torial Rooms.’ says: “It is safe to that ¢ san yg 


The New York Evening Post says: 
** All in all, the treatment of the subject 
matter in Nelson’ sis an admirable ex- cyclop ac-..4 
ample ot compression, and fulfils to an 
unusual degree the purpose of the 


editors. 
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